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22. Disasters: Humanitarian disaster in Mongolia  

B5-0191, 0193, 0211 and 0229/2001  

European Parliament resolution on the humanitarian disaster in Mongolia    
 
The European Parliament, 
 
 
– having regard to the EU's Trade and Co-operation Agreement with Mongolia in place 

since 1993, 
 
– having regard to the support granted by the EU to Mongolia since 1993 in the framework 

of TACIS, 
 
– having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1257/96 concerning humanitarian aid1, which 

created the mandate for ECHO to provide emergency assistance and relief to the victims 
of natural disasters, 

 
– having regard to the appeal for USD 8.7 million in international support for Mongolia 

issued by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation, 
 
A. deeply concerned about the life-threatening weather conditions in the Republic of 

Mongolia for the second winter in a row, which have already caused the death of over half 
a million head of livestock and put 12 million head of livestock and about 100 000 herder 
families at direct risk of starvation, 

 
B. whereas in rural areas the lives and means of subsistence of around 100 000 families of 

nomadic herdsmen are directly threatened, while in urban areas the problems caused by 
chronic malnutrition are already taking their toll, 

 
C. whereas the rearing of livestock and the utilisation of secondary products are the backbone 

of the Mongolian economy, which has already suffered a great deal as a result of the 
painful transition from a collectivised system to a market economy, 

 
D. noting that Mongolia has made important democratic and economic progress and that in 

this regard the country serves as a good example to other new independent countries to the 
south of Russia, 

 
1. Urges the Commission to rapidly provide urgent aid within the framework of ECHO; 
 
2. Calls to mind point 8 of the Commission's 2000 legislative programme, which was added 

through an amendment by Parliament and which called for emergency aid to Mongolia 
during the 2000 disaster caused by bad weather on the same scale as this year's extreme 
weather conditions; 

 

                                                 
1 OJ L 163, 2.7.1996, p. 1. 



3. Points out that the overall amount of the aid promised will cover only a very small part of 
the estimated requirements; 

 
4. Calls upon the Commission to provide more structural support and economic assistance to 

Mongolia in addition to the humanitarian aid through ECHO, for example through the 
further development of Mongolia's market potential and its exports to third countries 
including the EU and more targeted programmes within the framework of TACIS; 

 
5. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the FAO 

and the President, Government and Parliament of Mongolia. 
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