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Speaking on behalf of the delegation, Mrs Juknevičienė expressed her deep concern that the leading Kazakh 
opposition leader, Mr Galymzhan Zhakiyanov, had been prevented from leaving Kazakhstan on Monday 24 
April 2006. Mr Zhakiyanov had been personally invited to the European Parliament by Mrs Juknevičienė
following his release from prison in January 2006. He was not permitted to board the airplane by the Kazakh 
border police at Almaty airport after reaching passport control. On the previous day another Kazakh opposition 
leader, Mr Bulat Abilov, was also prevented from leaving the country.

Mrs Juknevičienė called on the Kazakh authorities to provide a full explanation of the reasons why Mr 
Zhakiyanov and Mr Abilov had been stopped from travelling. She warned that such actions would not assist in 
the process of democratisation in Kazakhstan that had been promised by President Nazarbayev following his 
victory in the presidential elections of December 2005.

In 2001 Mr Zhakiyanov was a founder of the Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan (DCK) association which had 
called for wide ranging democratic reform in the country - the DCK was banned in 2004. He was sentenced to 
seven years in gaol in August 2002 on charges of abuse of office relating to the period when he was a governor 
of Pavlodar region. While in prison he had joined the opposition coalition "For a Just Kazakhstan". 

His case was taken up by many human rights organisations and in 2003 he was nominated for the European 
Parliament's Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought. Mr Zhakiyanov was also the subject of a special resolution 
adopted by the Parliament in the same year which stated that the charges against him were "politically 
motivated" and called for an independent investigation into his case. A subsequent resolution described him as a 
"political prisoner" and called for his unconditional release. MEPs have continued to follow his case closely and 
a series of meetings had been arranged in which he was due to meet with those parliamentarians who had called 
for his release. 


