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SEVENTH MEETING OF THE COOPERATION COUNCIL 

BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND KAZAKHSTAN 

Brussels, 19 July 2005 

 

Press release 

The Cooperation Council between the European Union (EU) and the Republic of 

Kazakhstan held its seventh meeting on Tuesday 19 July 2005. The meeting was chaired 

by Mr Douglas Alexander, MP, Minister of State for Europe at the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office of the United Kingdom. The delegation of Kazakhstan was led by 

Mr Akhmetzhan Smagulovich Yessimov, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan. Mr Andris Piebalgs, Commissioner for Energy, represented the Commission. 

The incoming Austrian Presidency was represented by State Secretary for Foreign Affairs 

Dr. Hans Winkler. 

The Cooperation Council reaffirmed the desire to see EU - Kazakhstan relations continue 

to strengthen politically, economically and commercially, especially in the context of the 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between Kazakhstan and the EU. 
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The Cooperation Council emphasised the need for increased efforts by the Kazakhstan's 

authorities to comply fully with international norms and standards, including those of 

OSCE, in the fields of rule of law, democracy and human rights, in particular as regards 

elections, freedom of media, the ability of political parties to operate freely and the 

registration of NGOs with the public authorities. 

The Cooperation Council expressed its expectation that the forthcoming Presidential 

elections in Kazakhstan should be fair and in line with international standards. The 

Cooperation Council noted that any country applying for the chairmanship of the OSCE 

must exemplify the principles of the Organisation. 

The Cooperation Council called on Kazakhstan to improve border and migration 

management and reiterated the need to tackle terrorism in accordance with the fundamental 

principles of human rights and international standards, especially by strengthening 

legislation on money laundering and optimizing all existing instruments. 

The Cooperation Council stressed the importance of using the benefits of EU enlargement 

to strengthen Kazakhstan-EU relations, especially economic ones.  Both sides attach 

particular importance to development of Caspian hydrocarbon reserves for ensuring EU 

security of energy supplies and development of Kazakhstan's economy. 

The Cooperation Council agreed to promote bilateral dialogue focusing on market access 

issues, and to work for early accession of Kazakhstan to the World Trade Organization. 

The Cooperation Council welcomed the signature of the Agreement between the European 

Community and the Republic of Kazakhstan on trade in certain steel products. 

The Cooperation Council underlined the importance of regional cooperation in Central 

Asia as an effective means of conflict prevention and economic development in the region 

and welcomed the increasingly active role Kazakhstan is playing in different regional 

initiatives. 

The Cooperation Council welcomed the appointment of the EUSR for Central Asia, which 

is in line with EU's desire to play a more active role in the region of Central Asia and 

expressed its expectation that it will facilitate fostering closer bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation with countries concerned. 

 


