
PE 350.451

EEA
JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE 23rd MEETING

Monday, 22 November and Tuesday, 23 November 2004

BRUSSELS

CONTENTS
Page

1. Opening of the meeting............................................................................................. 3

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda (1047455 - PE 342.091)........................................... 3

3. Approval of the minutes of the 22nd meeting of the EEA JPC ................................. 3
(1044689 - PE 342.073) 

4. Development of the EEA Agreement and follow up to resolutions adopted at ........3
the 22nd Meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee 

Statements by 
- Ambassador Kjartan JÓHANNSSON, President of the EEA Joint Committee and 

representing the President of the EEA Council  
- Mr Niek Peter VAN ZUTPHEN, Deputy Director General for European 

Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
representing the  EU President of the EEA Council

- Mr Richard WRIGHT, EU President of the EEA Joint Committee
- Mr Hannes HAFSTEIN, President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority   

followed by an exchange of views

5. Consideration of the draft report on The Internal Market Strategy 2003-2006....... 4
and the EEA (1047456 - PE 342.083)

Co-rapporteurs: Mrs Diana WALLIS (ALDE, UK)
Mr Jürgen ZECH (Progressive Citizens' Party, Liechtenstein)

6. Consideration of the draft report on The decision shaping within the EEA and..... 5
the role of the parliamentarians (1047457 - PE 342.090)

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Vidar BJØRNSTAD (Labour Party, Norway)
Mr Jens-Peter BONDE (IND/DEM, Denmark)

7. Vote on the draft resolutions.................................................................................6

8. Future work of the EEA JPC................................................................................6

9. Election of President and Vice-President of the EEA JPC for 2005....................6



PE 350.4512

10. Any other business................................................................................................6

11. Next meeting.........................................................................................................6

______________
1 December 2004
MA/HO

Annexes: List of participants
Resolutions
Letter to Foreign Minister Oddsson



PE 350.4513

The JPC meeting opened at 15.30.

1.
Mrs WALLIS, President of the EEA JPC, welcomed the participants to the JPC meeting in 
Brussels.

2.
The Draft Agenda was adopted.

3.
The minutes of the 22nd meeting of the EEA JPC were approved.

4.
Ambassador JÓHANNSSON, President of the EEA Joint Committee and representing the 
President-in-Office of the EEA Council, gave an overview of the development of the EEA 
Agreement. 

With regard to the current state of the EEA Agreement the Ambassador stated that the procedures 
and the institutions continue to function well and that the Agreement is a balanced one with benefits
to both sides. The EEA EFTA States do shoulder their responsibilities and should not be called free 
riders.

The Ambassador described the influence channels the EEA EFTA States have on the EU decision-
shaping process and noted that the decision-shaping process might need greater effort on the part of
the EEA EFTA States after the enlargement. He highlighted the good relation the EEA EFTA States 
have with the new Member States and warmly welcomed them to the European Economic Area.

The increased power of the European Parliament was mentioned as one of the major changes since 
the EEA Agreement was negotiated and the Ambassador mentioned that the EFTA side is currently 
assessing the content of the new Constitution in order to see if it has any implications on the EEA 
Agreement. He also noted that the call from the EEA JPC on the EFTA States to establish an EFTA 
Committee of the Regions has been discussed, but no agreement has been reached to establish such 
a body.

The Ambassador ended his statement by informing the EEA JPC on the state of play for the 
Financial Mechanisms. 

Mr VAN ZUTPHEN, Deputy Director general of the Dutch Foreign Ministry, representing the EU 
President of the EEA Council, briefed the EEA JPC on the expectations of the EEA Council 
meeting, scheduled on 14 December 2004. He highlighted the point that the EEA Council is 
expected to encourage the few remaining Contracting parties to ratify the EEA Enlargement 
Agreement as soon as possible. The Council would stress the importance of the Treaty establishing 
a Constitution for Europe, it would welcome the advancement of the EU accession negotiations 
with Bulgaria and Romania and reaffirm the importance of pursuing the goals of the Lisbon 
Strategy. 

Mr VAN ZUTPHEN furthermore expected the EEA Council to underline the importance of 
continued participation of the EEA EFTA States in the decision-shaping process of EEA-relevant 
Legislation through appropriate committees and working groups. The EEA would also take due 
note of the EEA Consultative Committee's two resolutions and of the resolutions envisaged by the 
EEA JPC.

Mr WRIGHT, EU President of the EEA Joint Committee, gave a brief overview of the work in the 
EEA Joint Committee, highlighting the provisional entry into force of the EEA enlargement 
Agreement. The progress made in implementing both the EEA EFTA financial contribution and the 
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bilateral Norwegian financial contribution was noted. He stressed the timely incorporation of the 
new merger regulation into the EEA Agreement and the reached agreement on the EEA EFTA 
States' participation in the European Aviation Safety Agency.

With respect to the report on Decision-shaping, Mr WRIGHT welcomed the many levels of 
decision-shaping interaction between the EU side and the EEA EFTA side. Regarding the 
amendment proposed by Mr BONDE it was stated that the establishment of groups for the 
participation of the Parliaments in the EEA by the Commission or the Council would go beyond the 
concept of decision shaping. 

The draft report on the internal market was commented on by Mr WRIGHT as a useful contribution 
to promoting the dynamic internal market strategy which the Commission has outlined, and which 
is by its very nature of EEA relevance. He mentioned the rapid incorporation of all internal market 
acquis as the first and foremost criterion for the good functioning of the internal market in the EEA. 
This was illustrated by the current eagerness of the Commission to push forward the issue of 
emission trading within the context of climate change in the Joint Committee.

Mr HAFSTEIN, President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority, stated that the EEA EFTA States 
continue to perform well with regard to transposing new EEA acquis. He highlighted some of the 
cases the Authority had been concerned with. This included the residence requirements for bank 
managers in Liechtenstein, the introduction of a gaming monopoly in Norway and nationality 
requirements for crews on fishing vessels in Norway. He also brought two cases on state aid, one on 
electricity taxes in Norway and one on a housing fund in Iceland, to the JPC members attention 
where the Authority's decision have been challenged and thus will be brought before the EFTA 
court.

Mr HAFSTEIN noted that the incorporation of the modernisation package into the EEA Agreement 
has been delayed and he urged the EFTA Parliamentarians to work actively to ensure adoption of all 
the provisions necessary for the modernisation package to enter into force in the EEA as soon as 
possible, and no later then 1 January 2005. 

Mr HAFSTEIN concluded that the EFTA Surveillance Authority welcomes a development towards 
a wider use of the EFTA Court to clarify complex legal issues, both by the EFTA States concerned 
and by private parties.

Mr HØGLUND, Mrs HEDKVIST PETERSEN and Mr BJØRNSTAD intervened on the topic and 
Mrs WALLIS suggested to request the presence of the EEA JPC Presidency at future EEA Council 
meetings, which was supported by Ambassador JÓHANNSSON and the EEA JPC members. (See 
annex)

5.
Mrs WALLIS, co-rapporteur, presented the draft report on The Internal Market Strategy 2003-
2006 and the EEA. She underlined the importance of the service directive and her concern of the 
rate of progress of the Lisbon Agenda. Mrs HEDKVIST PETERSEN commented on her tabled 
amendment on acceptable levels of worker and consumer protection and worker remuneration.

Mr DE GRAAF, responsible for the Internal Market Strategy in the DG.MARKT in the 
Commission, stated that he was pleased with the resolution, he stressed the importance of timely 
implementation in the Member States and he mentioned the SOLVIT network as a helpful way to 
find solutions to problems.

Mr THÓRDARSON made a remark on the fact that the core countries are at the bottom of the 
implementation scoreboard and he wondered why this is the case, he also asked if mutual 
recognition is not a more useful approach than harmonisation. Mr DE GRAAF replied that a 
combination of mutual recognition and harmonisation is needed since neither covers everything. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 17.15 and resumed the following day at 10.10

6.
Mr BJØRNSTAD, co-rapporteur, presented the draft report on The decision shaping within the 
EEA and the role of the parliamentarians. He noted the discrepancies in the level of involvement 
of parliamentarians in decision-making processes between the EEA EFTA States and the EU 
Member States. He mentioned the amendments by Mr BONDE and stated that they partly go 
beyond the EEA agreement and that one must take resources into account. Mr BONDE was also 
asked to clarify his second amendment about EEA EFTA observers. 

Mr BONDE, co-rapporteur, gave his supplementary comments on the report underlining the 
democratic deficit in the EU and the lack of access to early stages of decision-making in the 
Commission and Council working groups. He stressed that it is in the common interest for the EU 
Parliament and the EEA EFTA States to strengthen the role of the MEP´s and he suggested that 
there were possibilities to gain influence for the EEA EFTA States by co-operating more with the 
EU parliamentarians.

The members of the EEA JPC engaged in a debate on the decision shaping and the role of the 
parliamentarians, where Mrs WALLIS and Mrs ROTH-BEHRENDT stated that not all 
parliamentarians share Mr BONDE´s view on the lack of access to information. The 
Interinstitutional agreement was mentioned as a tool for the MEP´s to access information and Mrs 
HEDKVIST PETERSEN gave her support to the report.

Mr THÓRDARSON called for better use of the existing channels for information and influence 
available to the EEA EFTA States and Mr HØGLUND asked for a flexible way for the EEA JPC to 
function between meetings. MRS WALLIS suggested a notice board, for exchanges of information, 
on the JPC homepage as a response to Mr HØGLUND´s request. 

Following Mrs HLÖVDERSDÓTTIR comment that the easiest way for the EEA EFTA States to 
overcome the democratic deficit would be to apply for EU membership, Mr BJØRNSTAD 
concluded that there should be a difference between being a EU member and not being a member 
when it comes to influence and participation. The EEA EFTA States do have access to all 
commission working groups where there is EEA relevance and there is no wish to go beyond the 
EEA agreement from the EEA EFTA side. He could therefore not support Mr BONDE´s 
amendments.

7.
Mr BONDE withdrew his first amendment and rephrased his second amendment in a manner that 
Mr BJØRNSTAD regarded as already being reality. The JPC adopted Mr BONDE´s amendment as 
modified.

The resolution on Decision-shaping as amended was adopted unanimously with one abstention.

The amendment by Mrs HEDKVIST PETERSEN was adopted. 

The resolution on The Internal Market Strategy as amended was adopted unanimously with one 
abstention. 
(See annex)

8.
The EEA JPC agreed to draft the following reports for its next meeting:
The Annual Report of the EEA Joint Committee on the Functioning of the EEA Agreement in 2004
A report on free movement of services 
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A report on environmental issue

9.
According to the rules the EFTA side would nominate a President for the JPC for the year 2005, 
while the EU Parliament side would hold the vice-presidency, namely Mrs Diana WALLIS.  

10.
There was no other business.

11.
Mr Birgisson, Vice-President of the EEA JPC, invited the members of the JPC to its 24th meeting, 
24-26 April 2005, in Iceland. 

*
*   *

The meeting closed at 11.30
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E U R O P E A N  E C O N O M I C  A R E A

J O I N T  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  
C O M M I T T E E

Press Statement
Brussels, 23 November 2004

Members of the European Parliament and Parliamentarians from Iceland and Norway met in
Brussels on 22-23 November 2004 for the 23rd meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (EEA JPC). 

Under the joint chairmanship of its President Diana WALLIS, Member of the European 
Parliament, and Vice-President Gunnar BIRGISSON, Member of the Icelandic Parliament, the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee adopted two resolutions on the following topics: 

Resolution on The Internal Market Strategy 2003-2006 and the EEA
Co-rapporteurs: Mrs Diana WALLIS (ALDE, UK) and Mr Jürgen ZECH (Progressive Citizens'
Party, Liechtenstein) 

The EEA JPC :
- welcomed the Internal Market Strategy as an essential initiative for making the EEA the most

competitive and dynamic knowledge based economy in the world by 2010
- called on the EEA countries to adopt an earnest and rigorous approach to implementing

relevant initiatives in the Strategy’s 10 point action plan
- called on the EEA Countries to continue efforts to free trade in services, and to find solutions

that guarantee acceptable levels of worker and consumer protection and worker remuneration.

Resolution on The decision shaping within the EEA and the role of the parliamentarians 
Co-rapporteurs: Mr Vidar BJØRNSTAD (Labour Party, Norway) and Mr Jens-Peter BONDE 
(IND/DEM, Denmark)

The EEA JPC :
- noted the discrepancies in the level of involvement of parliamentarians in decision-making 

processes between the EEA EFTA States and the EU Member States
- called on the EEA EFTA Parliamentarians to make every effort to strengthen their role in the 

EEA decision-shaping process by a better use of existing structures.

The EEA JPC decided to request the presence of its Presidency at future EEA Council meetings.
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Ambassador Kjartan JÓHANNSSON, President of the EEA Joint Committee and representing 
the President-in-Office of the EEA Council, Mr Nieck Peter Van ZUTPHEN, Deputy Director 
general of the Dutch Foreign Ministry, representing the EU President of the EEA Council, Mr 
Richard WRIGHT, EU President of the EEA Joint Committee and Mr Hannes HAFSTEIN, 
President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority, gave an overview of the functioning and 
development of the EEA Agreement. 
Members of the Swiss Parliament as well as Mr Jon VEA and Mr Leif NIELSEN, Co-chairmen 
of the EEA Consultative Committee, attended the meeting as observers.
The next EEA JPC meeting is scheduled to take place in April 2005 in Iceland.

For further information, please contact:

European Parliament
Mr Henrik Olsen 
tel: +32-2-284 27 79
e.mail: holsen@europarl.eu.int

European Free Trade Association
Mr Gustav Solvang 
tel: +32-2-286 17 15
gustav.solvang@efta.int
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23RD MEETING

22 - 23 November 2004, Brussels

RESOLUTIONS

Adopted pursuant to Rules 11 and 13 of the Rules of Procedure, 
at the 23rd  meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee

in Brussels, 23 November 2004

Resolution on The Internal Market Strategy 2003-2006 and the EEA
Co-rapporteurs: Mrs Diana WALLIS (ALDE, UK) and Mr Jürgen ZECH (Progressive Citizens' 
Party, Liechtenstein)
adopted unanimously with one abstention

Resolution on The decision shaping within the EEA and the role of
the parliamentarians 
Co-rapporteurs: Mr Vidar BJØRNSTAD (Labour Party, Norway) and Mr Jens-Peter BONDE 
(IND/DEM, Denmark)
adopted unanimously with one abstention
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RESOLUTION

On the Internal Market Strategy and the EEA

The Joint Parliamentary Committee of the European Economic Area:

A. affirming that the EEA Agreement provides for full access of the EEA EFTA States and 
the EU Member States to the Internal Market,

B. acknowledging that the Internal Market Strategy is the primary driver of market 
integration for the 28 countries of the European Economic Area, 

C. noting that the Internal Market Strategy is an essential element of the Lisbon Strategy,

D. noting that the successful integration of the new countries of the EEA in the Single 
Market depends on the success of the Internal Market Strategy;

1. welcomes the Internal Market Strategy as an essential initiative for making the EEA the 
most competitive and dynamic knowledge based economy in the world by 2010;  

2. calls on the EEA countries to adopt an earnest and rigorous approach to implementing 
relevant initiatives in the Strategy’s 10 point action plan; 

3. calls upon the EEA EFTA States to take necessary steps to ensure that the principle of 
mutual recognition is functioning as intended; 

4. calls for strengthening the understanding of CE marking and suggests an in-depth 
analysis of the legal and factual differences between the various directives before taking 
further steps on a common base directive;

5. urges the EEA EFTA States to contribute to the study on voluntary marking schemes, 
and to contribute with more resources to the marketing and use of Europe-wide quality 
marks;

6. notes the failure to agree a key regulation on Sales Promotions foreseen in the 
Commission's strategy; 

7. notes slow progress with regard to the Unfair Commercial Practices Directive which is 
aimed at giving a general level of protection to consumers; 

8. calls on the EEA Countries to reach agreement on points 6 and 7, otherwise both 
consumers and businesses will continue to experience diverse industry standards across 
the EEA and differentiated marketing schemes for each national market;
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9. calls on the EEA Countries to continue efforts to free trade in services, and to find 
solutions that guarantee acceptable levels of worker and consumer protection and worker 
remuneration;

10. calls on EEA Countries to support progress on the latest stages of the Financial Services 
Action Plan, and to adopt a diligent approach to consideration of the 3rd Money 
Laundering Directive;

11. calls upon the authorities of the EEA EFTA States to contribute to a rapid and 
homogenous national implementation of the Directive on the recognition of professional 
qualifications when adopted; 

12. recognizes the need to strengthen the administrative co-operation in order to achieve 
actual mutual recognition of diplomas and professional qualifications;

13. calls for the adoption of measures to ensure further development of high quality network 
industries;

14. is concerned to see that public health and welfare takes the highest priority when 
determining how the water and waste water sector should be managed;

15. supports the proposed legislative package on procurement and underlines the need for 
homogenous national implementation, and recommends that EEA Member States 
establish training programmes for officials in public administration to increase 
knowledge of procurement rules and procedures;

16. urges EEA Countries to support measures that improve conditions for business, and in 
particular to re-direct state-aid towards horizontal objectives of common interest, such as 
environmental protection and research and development;

17. calls for EEA Countries to continue to support efforts to simplify the regulatory 
environment;

18. calls for a concerted effort for EEA Countries to implement and enforce rules effectively 
and on time;

19. urges all EEA Countries to engage in active information campaigns to inform citizens, 
businesses and civil servants about their rights and obligations in the entire Internal 
Market, as lacking knowledge about the EEA Agreement is a particular obstacle for 
citizens and business of the EEA EFTA States operating in the Single Market; 

20. stresses that the burden of responsibility for achieving the success of the Internal Market 
Strategy now lies with Member States that must marshal the political will and action to 
see the Strategy through.
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RESOLUTION

On Decision-shaping and the Role of Parliamentarians in the EEA

The Joint Parliamentary Committee of the European Economic Area:

A. noting that the EEA Agreement contains provisions for input from the EEA EFTA States 
at various stages before new EU legislation is adopted, 

B. having regard to Article 99 on EEA EFTA participation in expert committees, Article 
100 on EEA EFTA participation in comitology committees, Article 101 and Protocol 37 
on EEA EFTA participation in other committees to ensure the good functioning of the 
Agreement, Article 81 on EEA EFTA participation in programme committees, and 
Article 79 on EEA EFTA input on new Community programmes,    

C. noting that the EEA EFTA States may provide written input on new EEA relevant 
polices,

1. welcomes the extensive participation from the EEA EFTA States in a number of EU 
committees and welcomes EEA EFTA comments on new EU policies as it ensures 
potentially valuable contribution to the shaping of EU and EEA legislation;

2. recalls its resolutions adopted at the 16th and 21st EEA JPC where it urged the EEA 
EFTA States to take actions with a view to enhancing participation in the EEA decision-
shaping process at the earliest possible stage of the legislative process;

3. recalls its resolution adopted at the 20th EEA JPC where it expressed concern about the 
EEA EFTA States’ ability to shape decisions and to make its voice heard in an enlarged 
EEA;

 
4. acknowledges the limited legal and formal access of the EEA EFTA Parliamentarians in 

the early stages of EEA decision-shaping;

5. notes the increasing attention afforded to the principle of subsidiarity in the EEA;

6. notes that the provisions of the EU Constitution would confer a greater role to the 
European Parliament and national parliaments in EU decision-making; 

7. notes the debate on the alleged democratic deficit in the European Union and the steps 
taken to address it having resulted in discrepancies in the level of involvement of 
parliamentarians in decision-making processes between the EEA EFTA States and the 
EU Member States;

8. calls on the EEA EFTA States and their respective parliaments to increase the 
participation of parliaments in deliberations regarding proposed EEA legislation; 

9. calls on the EEA EFTA States’ parliaments to increase their interaction with the 
parliaments of other EEA Member States;
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10. calls on the EEA EFTA Parliamentarians to renew their efforts regarding an association 
to COSAC, with a view to obtaining e.g  observer status;

11. calls on the EEA EFTA Parliamentarians to make every effort to strengthen their role in 
the EEA decision-shaping process by a better use of existing channels, structures and 
bodies e.g. the EEA Council, diplomatic channels, the EEA JPC and the EFTA 
Secretariat;

12. calls on the possibility for the EU to allow EEA EFTA representatives to send observers 
to all Commission working groups where EEA legislation is being prepared. 
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President of the EEA Council
Mr David ODDSSON
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Raudarárstig, 25
150 Reykjavik
Iceland

Dear Minister Oddsson,

At its meeting on 23 November 2004, the European Economic Area Joint Parliamentary 
Committee had an extensive debate on the decision making process in the EEA and adopted a 
resolution on the decision-shaping in the EEA and the role of parliamentarians.

In this context, the JPC acknowledged the limited legal and formal access of the EEA EFTA 
Parliamentarians in the early stages of EEA decision-shaping and noted the increasing attention 
afforded to the principle of subsidiarity in the EEA.  The JPC noted that the provisions of the 
EU Constitution would confer a greater role to the European Parliament and national 
parliaments in the EU decision making.  It was also aware of the debate on the alleged 
democratic deficit in the EU and the steps taken to address it having resulted in discrepancies in 
the level of involvement of parliamentarians in the decision making processes between the EEA 
EFTA States and the EU member states.

The JPC called on the EEA EFTA Parliamentarians to make every effort to strengthen their role 
in the EEA decision-shaping process by better use of existing channels and structures.

In the light of these developments, the JPC therefore requests that the President and Vice-
President of the EEA JPC should attend EEA Council meetings in the future (in the same 
manner as the President of the European Parliament now regularly attends EU Council Summit 
meetings).

I shall kindly ask you to submit this proposal to the EEA Council and look forward to hearing 
from you on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Diana WALLIS
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