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For nearly 15 years, there has been some form of restriction - or threats of restrictions 
- on the free flow of Norwegian farmed salmon into the EU market. The restrictive 
measures ended in May 2003, but only 9 months later, the Commission initiated a 
safeguard investigation. 

On 4 February 2005, the European Commission imposed safeguard measures on 
imports into the EU of farmed salmon. Norway believes that the EC safeguard 
measures are inconsistent with the GATT 1994 and the WTO Agreement on 
Safeguards, and has therefore initiated dispute settlement proceedings under the WTO 
rules. 

On 30 March 2005, consultations were held in the WTO as part of these proceedings. 
These consultations failed to settle the dispute. Norway believes that the Commission 
on most key factual issues has relied on assumptions and assertions that do not meet 
the demanding standards required by the WTO. Norway has therefore asked for 
further clarifications and information about the factual basis for the measures imposed 
by the Commission. 

The trade defence measures initiated by the Commission on farmed salmon is a very 
important matter for Norway, which causes serious concern not only to the 
Norwegian fish-farming industry, but also to the processing industry and the 
consumers in the EU Member States.

Norway’s firm opinion is that trade defence measures are neither called for nor legally 
justified in accordance with WTO rules.  

The Commission has - in parallel to the safeguard measures – pursued the anti-
dumping proceedings against Norwegian salmon. If the Commission decides to 
impose anti-dumping measures, Norway would be prepared to pursue the matter in 
the WTO.

Any trade defence measure would be to the detriment of normal trade flows, the 
functioning of the internal market and to the sound competition in general. Trade 
relations within the European Economic Area should in particular be based on 
functioning competition without distorting regulations.
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