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The meeting opened at 15.15 with Ms. WALLIS in the chair.

1.
Draft agenda was adopted.

2. 
The minutes were approved.

With a view to the 23rd EU-Norway and the 17th EU-Iceland Interparliamentary Meetings to 
be held in Norway and in Iceland on 19-23 June 2006

3. 
The CHAIR especially welcomed Mr SKAARA, Deputy Head of Mission of Norway to the EU, Mr
JOHANNESSON, Ambassador, Icelandic Mission to the EU and Mr BRINKMANN, representing 
the European Commission, to the meeting. The CHAIR started by giving the floor to Mr SKAARA.

Mr SKAARA started by giving a brief description of the political situation in Norway after the 
elections last autumn. He then focused on the economic situation and Norway's relations with the 
EU. Norway remains its strong economic position with continued economic growth, low inflation 
and a positive development of the labour market. Challenges for the Norwegian economy are risk of 
inflation and the risk of appreciation of the krone. Petroleum takes up 25 percent of the Norwegian 
GDP and the money are tried to be held outside of the economy by being placed in a special fund. 
Norway works very close with EU partners and is participating in several EU Missions in conflict 
areas. There is still a strong opposition in Norway opposing EU accession but the new government 
has decided not to bring up this topic again during this mandate period. The Norwegian government 
has written a white paper on the EU-Norway relations that will be presented later in June. The 
CHAIR thanked Mr SKAARA for his presentation and gave the floor to Mr BRINKMANN. He
focused on mainly two issues; anti-dumping measures for salmon and the possibility of a future 
increase in financial contributions with regard to the enlargement and accession of Bulgaria and 
Rumania.

The CHAIR thanked Mr BRINKMANN and opened up the floor for questions. Ms 
PANAYOTOPOULOS enquired more information about trade relationships between the EU and 
Norway and Mr SMITH enquired about access to the white paper on EU-Norway relations and also 
raised the question of the Financial Perspective and the Norwegian position in this matter. The 
CHAIR commented that she since last autumn had noticed an increased Norwegian participation in 
EU meetings. Mr SKAARA confirmed that EU-activities were a priority for the new Norwegian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. He highlighted that Norway find it important with parallel 
memberships in EU and EEA for Bulgaria and Rumania, the question regarding financial 
contributions would have to be looked upon in the coming months. The Norwegian economy is 
closely linked to the EU and around 70-75 percent of all Norwegian foreign trade is with EU
Member States. Mr SKAARA therefore highlighted the importance of close relations to the EU;
here he especially mentioned the energy sector. Finally he commented that Norway welcomes the 
increase in Research and Development in the Financial Perspective.

The CHAIR then asked Mr JOHANNESSON to brief the members on the situation in Iceland and 
Iceland's relations with the EU. H.E. Mr JOHANNESSON focused on four topics; the political 
situation, the economical situation, the defence and security situation and the EU-Iceland relations. 
He started by giving a brief description of the local elections that took place in the end of May and 
the implications this had on the political situation. He then continued to the economic situation and 
concluded that the Icelandic economy was moving in the right direction and that concerns over 
overheating of the economy had been reduced. Cornerstones in the Icelandic defence and security 
policies are the NATO membership and a bilateral agreement with the US. The recent US decision 
to withdraw their military bases from Iceland is a serious matter of concern for Iceland. On to the 
topic of Iceland's relations to the EU, Mr JOHANNESSON highlighted that the enlargement had 
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been successful and that Iceland recently had open up its labour market for all EU Member States. 
Iceland has a relatively high proportion of foreign employees (7 percent). Mr JOHANNESSON also 
raised the fishmeal question. 

The CHAIR thanked Mr JOHANNESSON for his presentation and gave the floor to Mr 
BRINKMANN. He welcomed that Iceland had open up their labour market and also that Iceland 
had adopted a new EU food law. He then raised the question of future financial contributions in 
connection with the new enlargement, and finally he informed members that The Faeroes Islands 
are seeking EFTA membership. The CHAIR thanked Mr BRINKMANN and opened up the floor 
for questions. Mr SMITH enquired written briefings from Norway and Iceland in regards 
respectively to the question of salmon and fishmeal. The CHAIR commented that there already 
existed relevant information on these topics which should be looked upon in first hand. Ms 
PANAYOTOPOULOS enquired more information about the trade relationship between the EU and 
Iceland. The CHAIR asked Mr JOHANNESSON to answer the questions briefly due to time 
restrictions. Mr JOHANNESSON began with the question regarding the EU enlargement, and 
stressed that Iceland is already financially contributing to the enlargement through the EFTA 
agreement and that Iceland find no legal obligations to pay more. He pointed out that this is a 
political question that needs to be discussed more in depths.

4+5+6.
Due to shortness of time the Chair closed the meeting and thanked Mr JOHANNESSON, Mr 
SKAARA and Mr BRINKMANN. The CHAIR informed that the next meetings of the SINEEA 
delegation will take place in Norway and Iceland on 19-23 June 2006. Members who intend to 
participate in the Interparliamentary Meeting in Norway and Iceland shall book their hotels and 
flights immediately and members should also inform the Secretariat of their participation. Final 
agendas will be distributed to members as soon as possible.

*
*   *

The meeting closed at 16.15.
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