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Object: Violations of rule of law in Lebanon 
Text of the written question to the Council by Radical MEP (Bonino, Cappato, Della 

Vedova, Dell'Alba, Dupuis, Pannella, Turco) 
 
Whereas : 
on 8 August 2003, Muhamad Mugraby, 64 years old, well-known defender of human 
rights and the independence of the judiciary, was arrested in Beyrouth; 
on 17 January 2003 the Disciplinary Council of the Lawyers' Order of Beyrouth decided 
to bar him for political reasons; 
 
the above decision is not final as long as the accused has not exhausted all possibilities of 
appealing (Article 553, 563, 111 of the Lebanese Civil Code; Article 28 of basic 
principles of the United Nations on the role of lawyers); 
the appeal of Dr. Mugraby against the disciplinary measures is underway (appeal n° 
222/2003); 
 
notwithstanding this, the Lawyers' Order has denounced him for "impersonating a 
lawyer"; 
 
the judge has ordered the detention of Dr. Mugabry without having obtained the authority 
to do so; 
 
Considering that : 
actions intended against him have political motives and aim to obstruct his activities as 
defensor of the law; 
 
Having seen that : 
the Republic of Lebanon adheres to the Euro-Med Partnership and is a signatory of the 
Final Declaration of the Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference of Barcelona of 27 
and 28 November 1995, in which the parties commit themselves to introduce democracy 
and human rights in their political systems; 
 
relations between the Republic of Lebanon and the European Community are established 
in a bilateral agreement ratified in December 2002 based on the "respect of democratic 
principles and fundamental human rights as set out in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights" (Article 2) and on Article 59 which reiterates the importance of the rule 
of law, the proper functioning of institutions and the independence of the judiciary and 
the proper practice of the legal profession; 
 
Can the Council say 
whether it is aware of the serious violations within the Lebanese judiciary? 
whether it thinks that the above violations are conflicting with the agreements that 
regulate relations between the UE and the Republic of Lebanon, in view of Articles 2 and 
59 of the above-mentioned agreement? 
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what measures does it consider that the European Institutions have to adopt, in 
conformity with Article 86, paragraph 2 of the UE-Lebanon Agreement, in order to 
reestablish respect of the rule of law and proper procedure, in accordance with the 
strategy and commitments that the European Commission requires in point 6.6 of the 
Strategy Document of 2002-2006 for Lebanon underlining EC policy with the countries 
of the Euro-Med partnership? 
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