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The Commission is well aware of the arrest of the Lebanese human rights 
lawyer Dr Muhammad Mugraby on 8 August 2003.  He has now been 
released, pending resolution of the case.  The  Commission Delegation in 
Beirut is watching the developments of the case with close attention, in liaison 
with Member States.  
The European Commission views with great seriousness infringements of the 
rule of law and of the principles of human rights and democracy, principles 
which the Lebanese government has accepted in the recently signed 
Association Agreement.   
 
It is for this reason that the Commission presented its recent Communication 
to Council on reinvigorating EU actions on human rights and democratisation 
with its Mediterranean partners.  This allows the Union to redouble its efforts 
at dialogue with the signatories to the Barcelona Declaration on human rights 
issues, and to reinforce funding of co-operation in such areas as the judiciary, 
rule of law, and strengthening of civil society.  The Commission believes that 
this positive, incentive-based approach is the most effective and productive 
way to assist our partners to achieve levels of practice in the application of the 
rule of law consistent with the Barcelona Declaration, and with article 59 of the 
Association Agreement. The ten measures listed in the Communication spell 
out in distinct, action-based steps how the Commission and the Union intend 
to consolidate and intensify political dialogue and co-operation on human 
rights and democracy with Lebanon, as well as with the other partner 
countries in the Euro-Mediterranean area, without prejudice to the Union’s 
right to speak out on specific human rights cases whenever violations occur. 
 
The Commission shall continue to consult closely with the Presidency and 
Member States regarding the actions of the Bar Association of Lebanon, and 
as the Lebanese authorities pursue their case against Dr Mugraby. 
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