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EU – GEORGIA
PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE

SIXTH MEETING

22/23 November 2004

TBILISI

Statement and Recommendations
pursuant to Article 89 of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement

Under the co-chairmanship of Mrs ISLER BEGUIN (Greens/ECA, FR) and Mr David 
BAKRADZE, the sixth meeting of EU-Georgia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee was held 
in Tbilisi on 22/23 November 2004. The Committee exchanged views with Mrs. Tamar 
BERUCHASHVILI, representing the Government of Georgia, H.E. Mr Harry MOLENAAR 
representing the Dutch Presidency, and H.E. Mr Torben HOLTZE representing the European 
Commission. 

1. stresses that the people of Georgia share a common destiny with other peoples of Europe, 
and that the integration of the Georgian people and their national institutions into European 
structures is in the mutual interest of both the EU and Georgia;

2. congratulates the Georgian people on the peaceful nature of the "Rose Revolution" and the 
absence of violence at a difficult and crucial moment in the history of the country; notes that 
the “Rose Revolution” has opened up new and positive perspectives for the development of 
democracy, the protection of human rights, the full application of the rule of law and for the    
further development of EU-Georgia relations open in the appropriate timescale to all 
options;

3. strongly welcomes the conclusion of the international observers that the presidential 
elections of January 2004 and the parliamentary elections of March 2004 were the most free 
and fair to be held in the country to date, and that they "demonstrated commendable progress 
and that the conduct of the elections has brought Georgia closer to meeting OSCE and 
Council of Europe standards for democratic elections"; 

4. at the same time recalls the international observers’ conclusion that “the political will of the 
Georgian authorities to address shortcomings in the electoral process will be increasingly 
tested in a more competitive and pluralistic environment. Therefore, future elections will be 
more genuine indicators of Georgia’s commitment to democratic elections”;

5. applauds the inclusion of Georgia and the other countries of the South Caucasus in the 
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP); looks forward to the Commission's assessment in a 
country report, expected to be available by March 2005, of the progress made with regard to 
political and economic reforms, as a basis for a decision by the Council on the possible 
drawing up of an Action Plan between the European Union and Georgia; stresses that 
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effective and far-reaching political and economic reform must be at the heart of any such 
plan; welcomes the visits of President Prodi and Commissioner Potocznik to the region in 
September and July 2004 respectively, who both underlined the importance the EU attached 
to these reforms;

6. welcomes the appointment on 7 July 2003 of an EU Special Representative for the South 
Caucasus region as a significant step in the deepening of relations between the EU and 
Georgia and the other two countries of the region; calls on the European Union and the 
Presidency/in/Office to provide the Special Representative with all the necessary resources 
to make his action effective and visible in securing the EU’s policy goals in the region, 
including a willingness to mediate in the conflicts 

7. urges the Council to develop a Stability Pact for the South Caucasus, drawing lessons from 
the experience of the Stability Pact for South-East Europe; with the purpose of restoration of 
peace in the entire region of the South Caucasus on the basis of respect for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the states of the region and the right to self rule of minorities and 
minority rights;

8. applauds the results of the joint European Commission - World Bank Donors' Conference, 
held in Brussels in June 2003, at which EUR 850 million was pledged to meet the urgent 
needs of the country between 2004 and 2006, including EUR 137 million from the EU; 
welcomes this as a significant sign of the strong support of the world community, and the 
EU in particular, for the reform process in Georgia;

9. welcomes the economic and political reform process initiated by the authorities in Georgia, 
including the efforts to tackle widespread corruption; supports the institutional reform 
process; emphasises the importance of ensuring a secure situation in Georgia which will 
attract investment; 

10. underlines the strategic importance of Georgia and the South Caucasus region and its 
perspective of becoming a major transit corridor between Europe and Asia; in this respect 
underlines the importance of regional cooperation;

11. takes note of the fifth meeting of the EU-Georgia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee on 
16/17 June 2003, and reiterates its support for full and effective implementation of the 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) and systematic adoption and implementation 
of shared European values in all areas of society; recognises that PCA implementation and 
the effective sharing of values create the basis for a new contractual relationship. 

12. welcomes the statement by the EU at the sixth EU-Georgia Cooperation Council held in 
Brussels on 14 September 2004 that it wishes to strengthen its relations with Georgia and the 
other states of the Southern Caucasus and to play a more active political role in the region; 
welcomes the priority which the EU gives to regional cooperation in promoting peace and 
confidence building;

13. reiterates its strong support for the continued development of democracy, rule of law, human 
rights  and freedom of expression as essential elements in promoting stability in Georgia and 
in the whole region of the South Caucasus;
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14. welcomes the ratification by Georgia of the Statute of the International Criminal Court on 5 
September 2003;

15. welcomes the adoption by the Commission on 23 September 2003 of the revised Country 
Strategy Paper and National Indicative Programme for 2004-2006; 

16. supports the commitment of the Georgian authorities to establish the rule of law in the 
country; stresses the importance of reform of the judiciary and law enforcement agencies in 
this context; welcomes in particular the start of the ESDP Rule of Law Mission to Georgia; 
believes that this event represents progress establishing deeper and more effective relations 
between the EU and Georgia;

17. welcomes the progress shown by the Georgian government towards harmonisation of 
Georgia’s legislation to EU legislation, including creation of the Committee on European 
Integration in the Parliament of Georgia; stresses the need to intensify implementation of the  
national programme on harmonisation of Georgia’s legislation to EU legislation; 

18. welcomes the approval of the Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Programme 
(EDPRP); expresses concern that it is estimated that some 55% of the population of Georgia 
are still below the poverty line; welcomes the continued support provided by the EU for this 
task and calls on the Georgian side and the European Commission to make efficient and 
effective use of EU funding;

19. reiterates its full support for the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Georgia; strongly 
urges all sides to pursue the resolution of differences exclusively by peaceful means based 
on respect for the rule of law and human rights and to exercise restraint; the issue of 
Georgia's territorial integrity should be included on the agenda for the EU/Russia dialogue 
within the framework of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement; welcomes in this 
regard the willingness on the part of the EU to be more actively involved in the resolution of 
the conflicts in the region;

20. welcomes the non-violent resolution of the situation in Ajara in May 2004 and stresses the 
need to continue democratic reforms in the region;

21. deeply regrets the violent outbreaks in Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia in August 2004 that 
have led to deaths, injury and material damage, stresses that the demilitarisation of the 
region, with the exception of the Joint Peace Keeping Force, is an important precondition for 
the de-escalation of the current crisis and the search for a peaceful resolution of the problem;

22. expresses deep concern that there are still some 300,000 displaced persons as a result of the 
conflicts in the country; stresses that all refugees and internally displaced persons must have 
the right to a safe, secure and dignified return to their homes; 

23. calls for a more constructive involvement of the Russian Federation in the process of 
conflict settlement through political negotiations;

24. rejects the 'presidential elections' held in Abkhazia on 3 October 2004 as illegitimate and 
unacceptable in the absence of an agreement on the final status of Abkhazia within the 
Georgian state; calls on Abkhaz de-facto authorities to resume peace negotiations within the 
Coordinating Council as soon as possible; supports an intensification of the UN-led 
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negotiation process in the Georgian-Abkhazian conflict as a basis for a solution which fully 
respects the territorial integrity of Georgia;

25. expresses deep concern over the recent escalation of situation in Abkhazia; calls on the 
European Union to intensify efforts for the non-violent resolution of the situation; stresses 
the need for Russia to play a constructive role in the area; calls on the Russian authorities to 
respect universally recognized norms and principles of international law, such as immunity 
of territorial integrity and non-interference in internal affairs; 

26. underlines again the importance of respecting the terms and conditions for withdrawal of the 
Russian military bases from the territory of Georgia, as set out in the 1999 OSCE Istanbul 
Summit Declaration; expresses deep concern regarding the fate of withdrawal of the 
Gudauta base, stressing that it should be closed immediately with verification by OSCE 
monitors; urges steps to be taken to reach an agreement on the terms of withdrawal of two 
remaining bases in Batumi and Akhalkalaki without delay; supports Georgia's commitment 
as expressed by President Saakashvili at the United Nations that foreign troops would not 
move in once the Russian military withdrew;

27. welcomes the joining of the Azerbaijani and Georgian sections of the Baky-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
(BTC) oil pipeline; underlines the importance of ensuring that EU environmental standards 
are fully addressed in the implementation of this project and all other infrastructure projects; 

28. reiterates the importance of projects to promote regional cooperation such as the TRACECA 
and INOGATE projects; calls for renovation of road and rail links in the region including 
the possibility of construction of the Tbilisi-Akhalkalahi-Karsi railway, which will 
contribute to the security, stability and economic development of all the states of the South 
Caucasus the region; welcomes the results of the European Commission-organised 
conferences in Baku on 12-14 November 2004 on strengthening energy and transport 
cooperation with the countries of the Caspian region.
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