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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Temporary Committee on Policy 
Challenges and Budgetary Means of the enlarged Union 2007-2013, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Considers that European regional policy is an indispensable tool permitting the Union to 
undertake actions to reduce regional disparities, stimulate growth and competitiveness as 
well as to develop and promote its concept of a tolerant caring society with a shared 
interest in solidarity; is convinced that joint action at European level is cost-effective since 
it permits the realisation of economies of scale, the rationalisation of procedures, and the 
pooling of resources, particularly in the context of cross-border cooperation; considers 
that the existence of a strong, well financed European regional policy is a condition sine 
qua non of the Union’s ability to deal with successive enlargements; 

2. Reiterates the suggestions made by the Committee on Regional Policy, Transport and 
Tourism in its opinion of the 18 March 2004 on the Commission’s communication 
‘Building our common future: policy challenges and budgetary means of the enlarged 
Union’1, and in particular the fact that it: 

− supports the levels of investment in material and human capital which the Commission 
proposes in its communication ‘Building our common future: policy challenges and 
budgetary means of the enlarged Union 2007-2013’ in the context of cohesion for 
growth and employment, and particularly welcomes the Commission’s emphasis on 
strengthening human resources in order to improve the potential for growth and 
competitiveness; 

− asks the Commission to develop development targets and indicators following the 
lines of the conclusions of the Lisbon and Gothenburg European Councils. These 
targets and indicators should be measurable and concrete, cover the economic, social 
and environmental dimensions, and be full part of both Structural Funds’ regional and 
national programmes; 

− calls, therefore, for the upper limit for the Financial Perspective to be established at 
1.24 %. of gross national income (GNI), as proposed by the Commission, in order to 
ensure that sufficient resources are available for the Regional and Structural Funds as 
well as for vital trans-European transport projects; 

3. Appreciates the financial effort made in favour of ultra-peripheral regions, aimed at 
compensating the difficulties they encounter in accessing the internal market; 

4. Draws attention to the importance of supporting sparsely populated regions and of the 
special situations of island and mountain regions; 

5. Welcomes the mainstreaming of URBAN and Equal, resulting in increased funding for 
cities and urban areas and enhancing the possibilities of cooperation between town and 
regional authorities; 

                                                 
1 COM(2004)0101. 
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6. Notes that the Commission proposes that the ceiling on resources should remain at 1.24 % 
of GNI and agrees with the Commission that the proposed increase in the use of those 
resources within the ceiling is indispensable if the Union is to meet commitments and 
avoid further public disillusionment with Europe; 

7. Is aware that financial resources must be spent efficiently, but at the same time points out 
that the EU’s cohesion and structural policy has in past years made clear the European 
added value achieved and has always helped to acquire further financial resources in the 
regions; 

8. Welcomes the fact that both IPA1 and ENPI2 will include a specific component to promote 
cross-border cooperation with a view to increasing sustainable economic development, 
strict respect for environmental constraints and the promotion of democracy; 

9. Requires the Commission to closely monitor the progress or regression of the regions 
affected by the statistical effect and give a detailed annual report to Parliament concerning 
the situation in those regions; 

10. Points out that regions affected by the statistical effect still need, and must receive, 
suitable support from the EU, and that no region should feel it is a loser as a result of 
enlargement; 

11. Welcomes the creation of a Growth Adjustment Fund, which should permit the Union to 
take speedy and effective action to accelerate progress in objectives running behind 
schedule; asks the Commission when proposing any reallocation of resources to take 
particular account of regions suffering from the statistical effect; and further insists that 
decisions to reallocate be subject to the codecision procedure, in so far as they affect 
priorities previously laid down by Parliament and Council; 

12. Notes that, in future, financial management of the Structural Funds will be more 
proportional and decentralised, thus shifting more of the responsibility for good financial 
management to the Member States and regions; encourages the Commission in its efforts 
to rationalise procedures, reduce administrative costs and speed up decisions; requires the 
Commission, however, in order to ensure transparency, to inform the Parliament of any 
inadequacy identified in national or regional financial control procedures as well as of the 
measures it has taken to rectify the situation; 

13. Encourages the Commission to undertake specific actions, within the context of the 
revised European Social Fund, to reinforce the social integration of migrants and increase 
their access to employment, thus enabling third-country nationals of different cultural, 
religious and linguistic and ethnic backgrounds to participate in all aspects of European 
society; 

14. Calls on the Commission to take steps to ensure that the cohesion and structural policy is 
not cut back more strongly in favour of other policies; 

                                                 
1 Pre-Accession Instrument. 
2 European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument. 
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15. Calls on the Commission to ensure that the schedule is maintained and the new 
programmes for the cohesion and structural policy can begin in 2007 on schedule. 
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