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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Temporary Committee on Policy 
Challenges and Budgetary Means of the enlarged Union 2007-2013, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

 

Heading 3: Citizenship, Freedom, Security and Justice 

1. Takes the view that, with the entry into force of the Treaty establishing a Constitution for 
Europe, an immediate relationship will be established between the European institutions 
and the citizens of Europe which must be based on transparency and trust, that a European 
information policy of the highest quality is a crucial element in this connection, if the 
constitutional policy challenges of the next few years are to be met, and that, given the 
increase in the number of Member States, more financial resources must be made 
available in order to improve the current level of information, if the advantages of 
European unification for citizens and for the economy is to continue to be adequately 
demonstrated; 

2. Emphasises that, with the entry into force of the Constitution, a new dimension of 
communications and information activity must be opened at European level; calls on the 
Commission to incorporate in Heading 3 of the financial perspective a new programme to 
promote print and electronic media which will be responsible for creating an overarching 
area of European political information; 

3. Emphasises that political parties at European level constitute one of the most important 
instruments for the Europeanisation of political opinion-forming and for the creation of a 
European feeling of community; therefore calls for them to be provided with the proper 
tools for the job, such as political foundations, of which the tasks must be to foster 
political education in European affairs and trans-European cooperation; 

4. Welcomes the fact that the Commission has ascribed very high priority to the new heading 
'Citizenship, Freedom, Security and Justice' and insists that all the information policy 
measures included therein must be endowed with sufficient funds for them to be able to 
address successfully the comprehensive tasks which have arisen in the wake of previous 
enlargements and will arise again following future enlargements, as well as in connection 
with the ratification of the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe; 

5. Notes with pleasure that many Member States have already notified their intention to 
cooperate closely with the Commission in the implementation of the PRINCE Programme 
and its successors; takes the view, however, that, in many instances, only the European 
institutions can guarantee the requisite coherence of information programmes vis-à-vis the 
Member States, NGOs and other civil society associations and that they must be provided 
with the requisite funds; 
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6. Recalls that support for establishments which devote themselves, via research, training 
and the media, to the general European interest and the construction of a European 
democracy must be extended to the new Member States and that that necessarily implies 
the provision of adequate resources for them to carry out their activities efficiently; 

7. Notes that, with the entry into force of the Constitution, the concept of the multiannual 
financial framework will be introduced as a legal concept, that that financial framework 
will have to be adopted in the form of a European law, with the assent of the European 
Parliament being mandatory, and that the outcome of the financial planning activities for 
the period 2007 to 2013 will largely determine the shape of the financial framework. 
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