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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the improvements introduced by the Treaty establishing a Constitution for 
Europe with regard to the common foreign and security policy (CFSP), although it would 
have preferred to see a more ambitious reform, and particularly welcomes the 
establishment of a European external action service.

2. Points out that the European Parliament has repeatedly called for a genuine common 
European diplomacy, fully compatible with the Member States' diplomacy, particularly 
following the adoption of its resolutions on this subject in 2000 and 2001.

3. Points to the shortcomings suffered by the Union's external representation and the 
limitations in the training of the officials dealing with external relations, to which they 
themselves have drawn attention.

4. Hopes that, during the first year following the entry into force of the Constitution for 
Europe, the necessary measures will be taken to consolidate a genuine European 
diplomatic service which is professional, permanent and tailored to the new conditions 
and which can contribute effectively to achieving the Union's objectives in the 
international field.

5. With this in view believes it is necessary to establish a college of European diplomacy that 
will provide officials in the European external action service not only with technical 
training in Community policies, but also appropriate training in diplomacy and 
international relations; the College of European Diplomacy would also be open to any 
Member States wishing to provide their diplomats with additional training.

6. Stresses the vital importance of involving members of national diplomatic corps, which 
possess extensive experience and long traditions, through an effective system of links 
between national external services and the European external action service; it is 
important that diplomats from the Member States should be able to join the European 
external action service temporarily under appropriate conditions which suit them.

7. Considers it necessary to take advantage of this initiative to bolster coordination between 
the Member States' embassies and Union delegations in third countries and international 
organisations - particularly the United Nations; this is necessary in order to ensure greater 
consistency in external action and enhance the visibility and effectiveness of the CFSP.

8. Proposes that continuing efforts should be made to develop different methods of 
cooperation between the Member States' embassies and the Union's delegations above and 
beyond exchange of information, with particular regard to the possibility of sharing 
certain tasks and even introducing common representation of Member States which so 
desire, by bringing together their missions in the same location as the Union's delegation, 
so as to achieve better coordination and lower costs.
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9. Points out also that the Member States may use delegations in third countries where they 
do not have diplomatic representation in order to post their diplomats to these countries, 
so that, in addition to helping to enhance the Community's foreign policy, they can also 
work to maintain bilateral relations.

10. Notes that the European Parliament has repeatedly pointed out that in future more 
ambitious measures could be taken in this field, by setting up Union embassies that would 
consist of Community delegation and missions from the Member States wishing to have a 
presence in the third country concerned.

11. Welcomes the fact that under the Constitution for Europe the former Commission 
delegations will become delegations of the Union, which under the new framework will 
have an expressly recognised international legal personality.

12. Considers it important in this connection to ensure close ties between the delegations and 
the European Parliament in the interests of ensuring their democratic accountability; the 
heads of delegations should be required to appear regularly before parliamentary bodies 
and, in any case, before taking up their posts, to ensure parliamentary control; it is also 
important to develop appropriate means to enable the delegations to provide information 
and assistance to Members of Parliament when they are visiting the area.

13. Hopes that the European external action service, which it is required to assist the Union's 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, will remain organically linked to the Commission so that it 
can effectively uphold common European interests in third countries.

14. Considers it necessary to establish a system marked by transparency, good faith and a 
spirit of cooperation that will ensure that the Community's diplomatic action and that of 
the Member States work harmoniously together.


