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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Reminds the Commission that in the current context of looming budgetary restrictions, the 
protection of the European Communities' financial interests and the fight against fraud 
together represent the highest imperative to ensure that the financial contributions of 
Member States, which make up the biggest part of the overall EU budget, are used in a 
transparent, accountable, and efficient manner.

2. Reminds the Commission and all Member States that the protection of the European 
Communities' financial interests and the fight against fraud will remain a salient 
imperative and their shared responsibility regardless of the outcome of the process of 
ratification of the Constitution.

3. Reminds the Commission that, as it is responsible for the execution of the overall EU 
budget, its first duty must be to fight loose financial management in house by 
implementing tough control mechanisms and best practices in its financial management 
and in the recovery of lost or unduly paid funds.

4. Reminds the Commission that, while there is no need to intensify the harmonisation of 
criminal law at EU level by setting up new administrative bodies, it is necessary for 
Member States to make a much more effective use of their own existing legal and 
supervisory provisions to ensure sound financial management when handling European 
Communities' or national financial resources.

5. Calls on the Commission to strengthen its efforts in making all EU Member States, and 
especially the ten new Member States and the applicant countries, fully aware of and 
dedicated to implementing the following key objectives for the protection of the European 
Communities' interests and the fight against fraud:

- an enhanced culture of multilateral cooperation to ensure a regular and swift exchange of 
up-to-date information among anti-fraud control structures in each Member State and the 
development of an operational partnership between Member States and the competent 
Commission departments;

- an intensified inter-institutional approach to preventing and fighting corruption and fraud 
in the area of structural and cohesion policies through enhanced transparency and 
increased frequency of on-the-spot checks of Member State control systems in force, and 
regularly performed ex-ante evaluations and ex-post verifications of project-related 
financial reports by the European Court of Auditors;

6. Calls on the Commission and all Member States to ensure that equally stringent control 
systems and legal penalties are applied to cases of fraud against the European 
Communities' financial interests and cases of fraud against Member States' financial 
interests, especially in relation to co-financed projects in the area of structural and 
cohesion policies. 
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7. Calls on the Council to ensure that the European Anti-fraud Office (OLAF) performs its 
activities independently of the Commission's tutelage and in close co-operation with the 
financial control bodies set up in each Member State to ensure transparent feedback on the 
use of the European Communities' finances at national and EU levels.  

8. Calls on Member States to further develop multilateral co-operation with third country 
partners as regards the Customs Information System and the identification file for customs 
investigations (FIDE), and to regularly exchange data in the "Anti-fraud information 
System" ("AFIS") in order to prevent serious and trans-national crimes. 

9. Call on Member States to work closely with the Commission and the ETSC1 on the 
technical protection against counterfeiting of Euro coins and to set up centres of training 
and assistance under the "Pericles"2 programme at regional level to ensure the 
involvement of regional authorities (police and responsible regional or national 
authorities) in the fight against currency adulteration and counterfeiting. 

10. Suggests to the Commission and the Council the creation of a European Award to reward 
any Member State, any public or private body, or individual for the best measure taken or 
action performed with regard to the protection of the European Communities' financial 
interests and the fight against Euro counterfeiting. This prize, which could be named "The 
Hercules European Award" could be granted every year and funded under the Hercules 
Community programme3 for the promotion of actions in the field of the protection of the 
financial interests of the European Communities.

  
1 This abbreviation refers to The European Technical & Scientific European Centre. 
2 Council Decision 2001/923/EC of 17 December 2001 establishing an exchange, assistance and training 
programme for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting (the "Pericles" programme) (OJ L 339, 
21.12.2001, p.50).
3 The "Hercules" programme has been given a multi-annual budget of 11, 775,000 €, for a three-year period, as 
from 2004 (OJ L 143, 30.4.2004, p.9).


