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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that European tourism has been subject to increased competition over the past 20 
years, resulting in a drop in its share of the European market, and that it is having to meet 
a number of challenges: outdated facilities; a cross-cutting and therefore complex  sector; 
relative uniformity of the product, which is restricted to certain regions and seasons; 
damaging effects on often vulnerable sites; lack of training and publicity surrounding the 
sector’s image;

2. Insists that, if developed in a wise manner, tourism should represent a sustainable source 
of income for local economies, while protecting and making the most of the landscape as 
well as the wealth of cultural, historical and environmental features;

3. Considers that the European tourist industry makes a major contribution to growth and 
employment at regional level, and insists that European regulations should create a 
favourable environment for the industry by bringing about legal and tax harmonisation at 
European level, in order to stand up to international competition;

4. Regrets the lack of a specific legal basis in the Treaties, but welcomes the fact that the 
Constitution marks genuine progress by providing that the European Union may take 
action in this sector by complementing the action of the Member States;

5. Stresses that the Commission can aid the tourism sector to confront these challenges by 
improving the coordination of its actions supporting tourism with other related 
Community policies (regional development, consumers, internal market, environment, 
transport, employment, education and training, R&D);

6. Encourages the Commission to pursue its measures in support of small and medium-sized 
enterprises, in the awareness that these constitute the overwhelming majority in this 
sector, and to take new measures to help promote the industry;

7. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to promote new destinations, such as 
isolated regions with a high tourist potential (particularly the most remote regions) for 
which tourism is the main industry and represents a crucial factor in their economic and 
social development;

8. Calls on professionals in the tourist industry to take note of the changing and multi-
cultural nature of their customer base, to adapt the services they offer in order to set 
themselves apart from the competition, and to enhance the quality of their services 
(professional training, mobility of the workforce, following up complaints, familiarity 
with customers, etc.);

9. Considers that the Commission, in collaboration with the Member States, should 
encourage new forms of tourism making it possible to offset the seasonal effect, such as 
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rural tourism, or tourism aimed at young people, the disabled or pensioners;

10. Calls on the Commission, in collaboration with the Member States, to pursue its efforts in 
the collection of data with a view to obtaining reliable, harmonised statistics.
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