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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Agriculture and Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes the Commission’s proposal to introduce an action plan for sustainable forestry and 
stresses that the EU’s responsibility in the field of forestry policy is and should remain 
very limited; stresses that the basic perspective for all decision-making affecting European 
forests must be that European forests differ substantially from each other and face 
different environmental challenges; considers, therefore, that the EU action plan for 
sustainable forestry must be drawn up with the subsidiarity principle to the fore and be 
based on the national forestry programmes.

2. Stresses the multi-functional role of forests; points out that by combining economic 
growth with important environmental values and rural development, forestry makes a 
particularly clear contribution to the attainment of several of the Lisbon and Gothenburg
objectives; takes the view, therefore, that good conditions for forestry are important if the 
Union is to achieve several of its environmental objectives.

3. Notes that the EU already takes many political decisions which directly or indirectly affect 
European forests and forestry but that coordination by the Commission between various 
areas of policy concerning forests has many shortcomings; notes that this situation has 
been to the detriment of compatibility between different environmental objectives and of
the conditions for forestry; considers therefore that the Commission’s most important task 
should be to coordinate existing forestry policy and, in future, to carry out assessments in 
advance with a view to taking account, at an early stage, of how various political decisions 
affect European forests and forestry; considers, therefore, that the Standing Forestry 
Committee should be strengthened and given responsibility for implementing the 
proposed action plan. 

4. Welcomes the Commission’s FLEGT action plan which was set up to combat the 
problems associated with illegal logging; considers that illegal logging creates serious 
environmental and social problems as well as an imbalance of trade in timber and 
financial losses for the forest industry; considers that, in order to make progress in 
combating trade in illegally logged timber, it is of crucial importance that the factors 
underlying the problem, such as weak property rights, corruption and poverty, are 
eliminated; stresses, however, that the fight against trade in illegally logged timber must 
not be conducted in a way that creates new barriers to trade, which particularly affects the 
small stakeholders on the market and risks exacerbating several of the problems behind 
the trade in illegally logged timber.

5. Stresses that wood, as a raw material, has unique properties which make it a genuinely
renewable and recoverable natural resource; points out that by increasing the use of wood, 
for example in the construction, paper, packaging and energy sectors, we replace the use 
of non-renewable natural resources and expand the carbon cycle; considers, therefore, that 
the use of wood is an important factor in the EU’s ability to fulfil its commitments under 
the Kyoto Protocol.
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6. Draws attention to the regions repeatedly affected by large-scale forest fires and expresses 
its solidarity with those regions; considers it important, however, to note that there are 
considerable differences between the Member States in relation to problems with forest 
fires and the conditions under which they can be fought; stresses that, even though the 
Forest Focus Programme is a valuable support for those affected, experience shows that 
local involvement and local engagement is crucial to the success of preventing forest fires.

7. Notes that Natura 2000, the EU’s network which safeguards biological diversity and the 
conservation of species, is also a continuation of the forest industry’s earlier voluntary 
commitments; considers that the success of Natura 2000 and other efforts to promote 
biological diversity is dependent on forest owners having control themselves over the use 
and care of their own forest. 


