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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The MEDIA 2007 programme proposed by the European Commission, with a budget of 
€1055 million, is a follow-up to the MEDIA Plus and MEDIA-Training programmes which 
end on 31 December 2006.

The new programme seeks to;
- preserve and enhance European cultural diversity and its cinematographic and 

audiovisual heritage, guarantee its accessibility for European citizens and promote 
intercultural dialogue;

- increase the circulation of European audiovisual works inside and outside the 
European Union;

- strengthen the competitiveness of the European audiovisual sector in the framework of 
an open and competitive market with a view to achieving the objectives of the Lisbon 
Strategy.

The MEDIA 2007 programme should help expand and stimulate the development potential of 
the European audiovisual industry by creating a favourable socio-economic climate, 
particularly for small and medium-sized enterprises.

The European audiovisual sector has not only great political and cultural value but also 
considerable social and economic potential. A more competitive audiovisual industry will 
have positive effects on growth and employment for the whole Union. In the Lisbon European 
Council’s conclusions, it was stated that the 'content industries create added value by 
exploiting and networking European cultural diversity'.
Apart from its economic implications, the audiovisual sector is an important vector for 
fostering and developing the fundamental, social and cultural values of the Union and it 
therefore plays a key role in building a European cultural identity.

Your draftswoman therefore believes it is essential that the measures taken under the 
programme should be implemented in compliance with the key principles of human dignity, 
the promotion of equality between women and men and combating all forms of 
discrimination.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Culture 
and Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its 
report:

Text proposed by the Commission1 Amendments by Parliament

  
1 Not yet published in OJ.
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Amendment 1
Recital 1

(1) The European audiovisual sector has a 
key role to play in the emergence of 
European citizenship because it is one of the 
principal vectors for conveying cultural 
values to Europeans and especially young 
people. Community support is designed to 
enable the European audiovisual sector to 
play its part in consolidating European 
citizenship. It is intended to enhance 
competitiveness and, in particular, to 
increase the market share in Europe of non-
national European works.

(1) The European audiovisual sector has a 
key role to play in the emergence of 
European citizenship because it is one of the 
principal vectors for conveying the Union's 
fundamental, social and cultural values to 
Europeans and especially young people. 
Community support is designed to enable 
the European audiovisual sector to play its 
part in consolidating European citizenship. It 
is intended to enhance competitiveness and, 
in particular, to increase the market share in 
Europe of non-national European works.

Justification

The programme should help convey not only the cultural values but also the fundamental and 
social values of the Union to help build European citizenship.

Amendment 2
Recital 2

(2) It is also necessary to promote active 
citizenship and to do more to combat all 
forms of exclusion, including racism and 
xenophobia.

(2) It is also necessary to promote active 
citizenship and to do more to ensure respect 
for the principle of human dignity, promote 
equality between women and men and
combat all forms of discrimination and
exclusion, including racism and xenophobia.

Justification

The European audiovisual sector should help reinforce respect for the principle of human 
dignity, promote equality between women and men and combat all forms of discrimination.

Amendment 3
Recital 9

(9) Article 3 of the Treaty establishing the 
European Community stipulates that for all 
activities it envisages the Community shall 

(9) The measures provided for under the 
programme should contribute to 
eliminating inequalities and promoting 
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aim to eliminate inequalities and to 
promote equality, for men and women.

equality between women and men in 
accordance with Article 3 of the Treaty 
establishing the European Community.

Justification

Measures under the MEDIA programme should help to strengthen gender equality and efforts 
to combat all forms of discrimination. 

Amendment 4
Article1, paragraph 2, first subparagraph

2. The audiovisual sector is an essential 
vector for conveying and developing 
European cultural values. The programme is 
intended to strengthen the audiovisual sector 
economically to enable it to play its cultural 
role more effectively.

2. The audiovisual sector is an essential 
vector for conveying and developing 
European fundamental, social and cultural 
values. The programme is intended to 
strengthen the audiovisual sector 
economically to enable it to play its cultural 
role more effectively.

Justification

The programme should help convey not only the cultural values but also the fundamental and 
social values of the Union to help build European citizenship.

Amendment 5
Article1, paragraph 3, introduction

3. In order to achieve these objectives, the 
programme will support:

3. In order to achieve these objectives, 
taking account of the principles of equality 
between women and men and the fight 
against discrimination, the programme will 
support:

Justification

Measures taken under the programme should take account of the need to ensure gender 
equality and combat discrimination.
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Amendment 6
Article 3, paragraph 1, introduction

1. strengthen the skills of European 
audiovisual professionals in the fields of 
development, production, 
distribution/dissemination and promotion, in 
order to improve the quality and potential of 
European audiovisual works. The 
programme shall support notably action in 
the following areas:

1. strengthen, in accordance with the 
principles of equal opportunity and equal 
pay, the skills of European audiovisual 
professionals in the fields of development, 
production, distribution/dissemination and 
promotion, in order to improve the quality 
and potential of European audiovisual 
works. The programme shall support notably 
action in the following areas:

Justification

Measures to strengthen the skills of audiovisual professionals must comply with the principles 
of equal opportunity and equal pay to ensure universal access to training.

Amendment 7
Article 12, paragraph 2, indent 3 a (new)

ensure that the principles of equal 
opportunity and equal pay are applied.

Justification

The Media Desks must operate in accordance with the principles of equal opportunity and 
equal pay for all.

Amendment 8
Article 13, paragraph 1, point (d)

(d) helping to combat all forms of 
discrimination based on sex, race or ethnic 
origin, religion or beliefs, disabilities, age or 
sexual orientation.

(d) helping to promote equality between 
women and men and combat all forms of 
discrimination;
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Justification

The Media programme should help promote the principle of gender equality and combat all 
forms of discrimination.

Amendment 9
Article 13, paragraph 1, point (e)

(e) contributing to the debate on and 
information about the European Union as an 
area of peace, prosperity and security.

(e) contributing to the debate on and 
information about the European Union as an 
area of equality, peace, freedom, prosperity 
security and justice.

Justification

In addition to being an area of peace, prosperity and security, the European Union is also an 
area of equality for all, freedom and justice and the MEDIA Programme should help convey 
these values to citizens.


