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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Fully supports the Commission’s position (communication on the tenth anniversary of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership: A work programme to meet the challenges of the next 
five years (COM(2005(0139)) to the effect that equality of opportunity among men and 
women is a cross-cutting issue which impacts on human and economic development, and 
calls in consequence for the rights of women to be respected and promoted in the revisited 
Barcelona process, particularly in the three pillars of the partnership;

2. Calls therefore on the governments of the partner countries to recognise, respect and 
protect the fundamental rights and the status of women as codified in international 
treaties, and appeals to the governments of these countries to speed up legislative, 
administrative and other reforms with a view to establishing legal equality between men 
and women in family and public life, and  to incorporate equality of the sexes in all their 
policies with short- and long-term objectives;

3. Calls on the Commission to supply qualitative and quantitative information regarding the 
implementation and actual enforcement of financial commitments made in the context of 
bilateral cooperation (association agreements) and in the context of Meda II regional 
cooperation (current phase) with a view to supporting the active participation of women in 
political, economic and social life;

4. Welcomes the recent launch of the first regional programme for the participation of 
women in economic and social life and development (the establishment of which was 
decided as long ago as 2001), and calls on the Commission to expand its scope and the 
range of topics to include information and awareness-raising activities on the image of 
women and the importance of their role in the democratisation process;

5. Expresses its concern at the severe discrimination against women on the labour market, in 
education and professional training systems and in participation in politics and civil 
society, and at the serious problems, such as violence, they are confronted with; calls on 
the partner countries to show genuine political will and operational effectiveness in order 
to bring about a change in mentalities and promote equality between women and men.


