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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the reflection period as an opportunity to engage in a genuine debate on the 
principle of subsidiarity in the area of regional development and to assess the degree to 
which this principle is observed in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the 
objectives of cohesion policy for the period 2007-2013 which are vital to full, balanced, 
and enduring development in all Member States;

2. Recommends that the Commission consults widely with Member States, national 
parliaments, regional and local authorities, the Committee of the Region, business 
associations and trade unions prior to drafting any new proposals for regulations affecting the 
economic, social and territorial cohesion of the Member States in order to avoid 
unnecessary overregulation and preserve much-needed flexibility in dealing with current 
and future challenges to cohesion policy;

3. Recommends that, unless and until the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe is
ratified by all Member States, the principle of legal precaution be thoroughly applied 
when referring to the framework of general and special provisions concerning cohesion 
policy and its individual beneficiaries; in particular, urges all concerned not to make 
systematic reference to it in texts on which Parliament and its bodies vote for the reason 
that the Treaty might never enter into force or might enter into force with substantially 
modified content;

4. Proposes instead to develop regular consultations with national parliaments and their relevant 
committees, including joint hearings with experts, to improve the quality of the legislative 
process in the area of cohesion policy at national and EU level, thus ensuring that the needs 
of all regions, including islands and sparsely populated, mountainous, and less-developed 
areas, will be adequately met;

5. Stresses, in this regard, as a precondition to fully attaining the objectives of the revised 
Lisbon agenda, the absolute necessity of providing adequate funding for cohesion policy, 
reiterating once again that the amount of 0.41% of Community GNI is the minimum level 
of funding below which that policy would completely lose its credibility and its ability to 
counter regional disparities;

6. Draws attention to the importance of supporting with increased funding less-developed 
regions that represent a reserve of growth potential, such regions existing in all Member 
States but in particular in the 10 new Member States and the accession countries Bulgaria 
and Romania, so as to eradicate poverty for good and promote innovative and alternative 
approaches to achieving and maintaining multi-sectoral regional development and 
balanced growth throughout the EU.


