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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas 2004 was the year of enlargement, and the main priority for the budget was to
proactively ease the process of integration of the ten new Member States,

1. Regrets the fact that the budget discharge report does not give enough relevant 
information as to how the budget has achieved this priority, especially as regards equal 
opportunities for women in the enlarged Union;

2. Reminds the Commission that the provisions of the Treaty of Nice imply that a very broad 
range of Community policies and measures have to be looked at from the point of view of 
equal opportunities;

3. Reiterates its request to the Commission in its resolution of 3 July 2003 on gender 
budgeting1 and regrets that the budget discharge report does not give it the possibility to 
assess the impact of budget from the gender perspective; regrets the lack of budgetary data 
concerning funding allocated to promotion of gender equality in the context of different 
budget lines;

4. Reminds the Commission of its request for the relevant information on gender 
mainstreaming policies; regrets that the Commission has not delivered this information; 
repeats its request for gender-specific data in the budget discharge report;

5. Welcomes the progress achieved in implementation of the 2004 budget with regard to all 
the objectives and the programming period for the Structural Funds, which translates into 
a payment implementation rate of 99 %, well above that achieved in 2003 (89%);

6. Notes the low payment implementation rate as regards the "Daphne" programme, while 
accepting the Commission's reasoning regarding maintaining high quality standards for
the projects supported by the programme; urges the Commission to take the necessary 
steps in order to improve the quality of the proposals and to increase the payment 
implementation rate.

  
1 OJ C 74 E, 24.3.2004, p. 746.


