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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the EU budget is continually decreasing while the number of tasks facing
regional development is ever greater and its funding ever tighter,

B. whereas it is possible to increase funding for public objectives through public-private 
partnerships (PPPs),

C. whereas PPPs enable public authorities to benefit from the expertise of private firms, a 
reduction in the cost of carrying out tasks, a higher standard of services and the sharing of 
responsibility and risks,

D. whereas the PPP formula is still not widely known and public administration lacks 
certainty in this area,

1. Recognises that at the present stage PPPs need to be defined and, for the purpose of legal 
certainty, the awarding of concessions regulated with a clear differentiation between 
concessions and public contracts, without, however, making the legal provisions on PPPs 
more complex still;

2. Considers that the rules governing the establishment and functioning of institutionalised 
PPPs and the means of awarding them tasks and the new competitive dialogue procedure 
should be clarified in a Commission communication;

3. Calls on the Commission to set up as matter of urgency a European Centre of Expertise 
and Best Practice for PPPs, which should produce a set of model projects concerning 
situations that frequently arise and in which PPPs give the best results; considers that this 
would be of great help, particularly to those Member States that have trepidations about 
making use of PPPs;

4. Considers it essential with regard to PPPs for there to be private as well as public
contributions to structural funds, which will lead to greater possibilities, particularly in 
poorer regions; considers, moreover, that using PPPs in cohesion policy will make it 
possible to fund complicated PPP projects using technical assistance and considerably 
easier to produce well-prepared PPP ventures.


