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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. calls on the Commission to ensure that its trade policy promotes and defends European 
values, in particular a social market economy, environmental protection, labour rights, the 
enhancement of public services, multifunctional agriculture and cultural diversity; 

2. considers that this requires the Commission and the Member States to adopt a consistent 
line in fora such as the ILO, OECD and Multilateral Environment Agencies and for WTO 
and bilateral trade negotiations to support the policy objectives defended in these other 
fora;

3. supports the introduction of a European globalisation adjustment fund designed to cushion 
the negative effects of liberalisation and assist economic adjustment;

4. considers that developing countries also need assistance of this type, together with 
freedom to determine their own policy mix, if they are to benefit from the outcome of 
multilateral or regional trade negotiations; 

5. stresses the importance for European goods and services of open markets, without 
hampering third countries’ development and taking into account their ability to manage 
the existing imbalance of skills and experience;

6. welcomes the introduction of the GSP+ scheme, which provides incentives for higher 
social and environmental standards, and calls for this approach to be extended to bilateral 
trade agreements;

7. believes that, by implementing a trade policy based on these points, Europe will be 
recognized, by the developing and the poorest countries, as an honest interlocutor and as a 
main defender of their interests, contributing to the enhancement of the political strength 
of the European Union in international institutions;

8. recognises that European citizens are becoming increasingly concerned about the impact 
on European jobs and living standards of trade liberalisation and calls on the Commission 
to work towards increased transparency in trade negotiations and to provide clear, 
independent analyses of the costs and benefits of proposed new trade agreements.


