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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas women make up 51% of all migrants in the developed world and 46% in the 
developing countries1,

B. whereas migration can enable women to improve their lives, support those who are left 
behind and escape oppressive social relations,

C. whereas, however, women are often forced to migrate by problems such as forced 
marriage, poverty or armed conflicts,

D. whereas migrant women are more vulnerable to sexual exploitation, discrimination, 
exploitation in the workplace and "brain waste", violence and health risks, social isolation 
and human trafficking;

1. Calls on the Member States to promote the means by which female migrant workers may 
achieve socio-political empowerment, by strengthening the role of gender-oriented NGOs 
and female migrant networks; 

2. Calls on the Member States to develop gender-sensitive policies and programmes to 
improve the working, living and social conditions of female migrants, improve their 
access to education, health services, language training and vocational training and involve 
migrant women organisations in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of such 
policies

3. Calls on the Commission to develop gender-oriented development policies and 
programmes designed to improve the living conditions of women in their home countries 
and to ensure that they can exercise all of their human rights;

4. Calls on the Member States to consider the impact of conflict-induced displacement on 
the social, physical and psychological situation of migrant women, who are in great 
danger of becoming victims of gender-based violence;

5. Calls therefore on the Member States to develop development policies and programmes 
designed to ensure that medical, social and psychological care is provided to female
victims of conflict-induced displacement and other female migrants who suffer from the 
mental, physical and social consequences of their displacement;

6. Urges the international community to foster efforts to reach the MDG in the fields of 
poverty reduction, the empowerment of women and gender equality.

  
1 ILO: Preventing discrimination, exploitation and abuse of women migrant workers: an information guide -
booklet 1: whz the focus on women international workers. Geneva, 2003, ILO, p.9


