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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. whereas almost half the adults living with HIV and AIDS today are women; whereas, 
according to the UNAIDS, over the past two years, the number of women and girls 
infected with HIV has increased in every region of the world, with rates rising particularly 
rapidly in Eastern Europe, Asia, and Latin America,

2. whereas the patterns of epidemics are changing in several countries with sexually 
transmitted HIV cases comprising a growing share of new diagnoses; whereas increasing 
numbers of women are being affected, many of them acquiring HIV from male partners 
who became infected when injecting drugs1,

3. whereas effective responses to AIDS must address the factors that continue to put women 
at risk and increase their vulnerability, such as violence against and trafficking in women, 
poverty and discrimination,

4. Calls on the Commission and Member States to ensure that appropriate and timely 
gender-segregated surveillance data are gathered to support and develop more innovative 
and better targeted health promotion campaigns for the prevention and control of the HIV 
epidemic in the EU; 

5. Calls on the Member States to provide and strengthen universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health information and services for women, prevention of mother-to-child 
transmission and antiretroviral therapy and to guarantee sexual and reproductive health 
and rights as a strategic priority for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of 
women;

6. Urges the Member States to ensure universal access to education and the provision of life-
skills and sex education and action to promote increased safety in schools for all children, 
to increase protection against violence, abuse, rape, unintended pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted infections including HIV;

7. Calls on the Member States to promote women's leadership in AIDS response; urges them 
to review the membership of national AIDS coordinating bodies to ensure the meaningful 
representation of women and people with gender expertise.

  
1 Aids epidemic update: December 2005, UNAIDS/WHO 2005, p.45.


