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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the decision of the European Council of 15 and 16 December 2005 calling on 
the Commission to undertake a full, wide-ranging review of all aspects of EU spending 
and resources and to report in 2008/2009; also welcomes the declaration on the review of 
the financial framework annexed to the Interinstitutional Agreement between the 
Parliament, the Council and the Commission of 17 May 2006 on budgetary discipline and 
sound financial management;

2. Recalls the fact that the principle of financial autonomy enunciated in Article 269 of the 
EC Treaty and implemented by Council Decision 70/243/ECSC, EEC, Euratom of 21 
April 1970 on the replacement of financial contributions from Member States by the 
Communities' own resources1 was based on the will to ensure that the Community
disposed of sufficient resources to remain independent of national considerations and 
ensure respect for the principle of solidarity upon which the Union's regional policy is 
founded;

3. Recognises that the principles of fiscal sovereignty, subsidiarity and fiscal neutrality must 
be respected;

4. Calls on the Commission, in the context of its 2008 review, to seriously consider the 
necessity of ensuring a direct and transparent link between the Union's resources and 
citizens of the Union;

5. Proposes that, in the search for such a link, due consideration be given to paying part of an 
identified direct tax, such as income tax or corporation tax, to the Union's budget;

6. Recognises that, for the foreseeable future, national contributions will remain an important 
source of the Union's revenue, but encourages the Commission to propose a revenue 
raising system which will reduce the relative importance of such national contributions;

7. Emphasises the necessity of ensuring that any new system reflects the relative prosperity 
of each Member State and its ability to pay;

8. Demands that the 'principle of Fontainebleau' be respected and that rebates which are 
manifestly no longer justified are consequently abolished.

  
1 OJ L 94, 28.4.1970, p.19.
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