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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. Whereas recent progress in HIV/AIDS treatment, together with a decline in prevention 
funding, has contributed to an increase in unsafe behaviour and consequently to growing 
numbers of new HIV infections; according to EuroHIV, 23.620 newly diagnosed cases of 
HIV infection were reported in the European Union in 2005 and the rate of newly 
diagnosed cases of HIV infection reported has nearly doubled since 1998,

B. Whereas despite the increased number of HIV infections, the steady decrease in the 
number of AIDS cases diagnosed in recent years has continued in 2005, with less than 
half the number of cases diagnosed in 2005 in comparison to 1998,

C. Whereas a large proportion of HIV infections remain undiagnosed - in the United 
Kingdom for example, an estimated one third of people with HIV do not know their 
serostatus and are likely to discover it only once afflicted by HIV/AIDS-related illnesses1,

D. Whereas people living with HIV/AIDS are subject to a variety of prejudices and 
discrimination, in their private or professional lives,

E. Whereas according to the 2006 Eurobarometer on AIDS prevention, 54% of the EU-25 
population believe or are convinced that AIDS can be caught by kissing on the mouth 
someone who has AIDS or who is HIV positive, and 42% believe or are convinced that it 
is possible to become infected by drinking from a glass which has just been used by 
someone who has AIDS or who is HIV positive,

1. Urges those Member States which do not collect national data on HIV/AIDS to develop 
an effective HIV/AIDS case reporting system;

2. Encourages Member States to provide free and widespread access to HIV testing and to 
disseminate information, especially to high-risk groups and young people, on voluntary 
testing and counselling;

3. Encourages Member States to facilitate access to primary prevention means at the lowest  
possible cost, for example access to male and female condoms and safe injection 
equipment;

4. Welcomes the Commission's determination to address special needs and requirements of 
migrant population for non-discriminatory access to information and prevention, 
treatment, care and support; 

5. Encourages Member States to further develop information and awareness campaigns to 
address the public image of HIV/AIDS and prevent discrimination against people living 

  
1 HIV/AIDS in Europe, Council of Europe, Social, Health and Family Affairs Committee, rapporteur: Mrs. 
Christine McCafferty, doc. 11033, 27 September 2006.
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with HIV/AIDS; urges Member States to prohibit discrimination against people living 
with HIV/AIDS, in particular in the services sector (for example with regard to insurance, 
bank services and health care);

6. Urges Member States to include people living with HIV/AIDS from the moment of 
diagnosis in their definition of disability so that they are covered by Council Directive 
2000/78/EC of 27 November 2000 establishing a general framework for equal treatment 
in employment and occupation1 and therefore protected against discrimination at work on 
the grounds of their HIV/AIDS status and provided with reasonable accommodation in 
their workplace; 

7. Urges Member States to promote at the international level the abolition of travel and 
residency restrictions for people living with HIV/AIDS, as they constitute discrimination;

8. Urges Member States to fully implement Directive 2002/98/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 27 January 2003 setting standards of quality and safety 
for the collection, testing, processing, storage and distribution of human blood and blood 
components and amending Directive 2001/83/EC, in particular as regards the systematic 
HIV-screening of blood donations; urges Member States and neighbouring countries not 
to discriminate against gay, lesbian and bisexual people in banning them from giving 
blood.

  
1 Article 5 of Council Directive 2000/78/EC.


