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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Regrets that, of the 95 projects audited over the current funding period, 60 were affected 
by material errors in declared project expenditure, representing an increase in the number 
of irregularities over the previous year; considers that a greater number of projects should 
be audited so that the conclusions obtained permit the formulation of clear 
recommendations for improving financial management. 

2. Notes that the complexity of the legislative framework contributes in part to irregularities 
on the part of Member States and should consequently encourage the Commission to 
continue to simplify it.

3. Understands that project closure procedures including ex post audits can be very long;
encourages the Commission to review and simplify its procedures so that project closure 
for the 2000-2006 period can be undertaken without undue delay, whilst the highest 
standards of financial management are ensured.

4. Stresses once again that Member States should ensure the adequacy of their financial 
control mechanisms.

5. Emphasises the direct responsibility of Member States to recuperate funds the payment of 
which is tainted by irregularity; reiterates its encouragement to the Commission to 
suspend interim payments to Member States in cases of serious irregularity and recognises 
the need to react appropriately when the insufficiency of management control systems in a 
Member State.

6. Regrets the lack of a clear and transparent set of Community requirements as regards the 
management of control systems; considers that the key notion of “tolerable level of risk” 
should be defined more precisely in order to provide clear guidelines to meet the 
legitimate expectations of Member States, regional authorities and contractors.


