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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s view that the regions should be involved in devising and 
implementing national reform programmes, and calls on the Member States to ensure that 
they are;

2. Stresses that the regional level has a key role to play in promoting innovation, as 
innovation strategies can be implemented at regional level through interaction between 
enterprises, particularly SMEs, and education and technology centres, with civil society 
involved as a partner;

3. Takes the view that measures must be taken to ensure greater participation of SMEs in 
research and development and regrets that the communication contains no concrete 
proposals in this regard;

4. Calls on the relevant actors at regional level to make promotion of innovation a key part
of the operational programmes and to devote a significant proportion of funding from the 
Structural Funds to investment in knowledge and innovation, which among other benefits 
will create jobs and counter emigration trends;

5. Agrees with the Commission that ‘cluster policy’ is an important part of the Member 
States’ innovation policy and calls for clusters to be promoted in urban centres and rural 
areas and directed to cross-border activities;

6. Draws attention to the difficulties that less developed regions encounter in obtaining 
private investment capital, and calls for more public-private partnerships in the area of 
innovation activities;

7. Takes the view that the new lead market initiative must be started up particularly in fields
where there is a large potential demand in less developed regions;

8. Encourages the relevant actors at regional level to include experimental and therefore 
risky measures in funding from the Structural Funds;

9. Considers that innovation activities should be better supported through information 
campaigns, and calls on the Commission to increase its efforts to raise awareness of 
initiatives such as Jeremie and others in the regions;

10. Considers that measures are needed to increase the number of science and technology 
graduates, particularly female graduates.


