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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

A. whereas, although the EU Treaties have repeatedly undergone thoroughgoing revisions in 
the light of new needs and challenges, the Euratom Treaty has been amended only once1

in its 50-year history and in that time its core provisions and substance have remained 
unchanged, 

B. whereas the Euratom Treaty no longer reflects a European consensus, whereas 11 of the 
27 Member States have never used nuclear energy or have even adopted laws ruling out 
its use, and whereas Italy has abandoned electricity generation using nuclear energy and 
Belgium, the Netherlands and Sweden have decided to take a similar step, 

C. whereas, as long ago as in its resolution of 18 June 1998, Parliament called on the Council 
‘during a future review of the EU Treaty, to incorporate in the Treaty a chapter devoted to 
energy, with appropriate account being taken of the promotion of renewable energy 
sources in order to ensure that a permanent and environmentally sound energy policy will 
be pursued at European level’2,

D. whereas, in its draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe, the Convention took 
account of the collapse of this consensus and proposed that the Euratom Treaty should be 
separated from the legal structure of the future Constitution,

E. whereas Parliament, in its resolution of 24 September 2003, welcomed this separation and 
urged the Intergovernmental Conference ‘to convene a Treaty revision conference in order 
to repeal the obsolete and outdated provisions of [the Euratom] Treaty, especially those 
relating to the promotion of nuclear energy and the lack of democratic decision-making 
procedures’3,

F. whereas Germany, Ireland, Austria, Hungary and Sweden have annexed to the European 
Constitution a declaration noting that the core provisions of the Euratom Treaty need to be 
brought up to date and calling for a revision conference to be convened ‘as soon as 
possible’,

1. Notes that the expectations of nuclear energy to which the Euratom Treaty gave 
expression five decades ago no longer reflect the views of many Member States, that at all 
events nuclear energy can no longer be seen as ‘an essential resource for the development 
and invigoration of industry [that] will permit the advancement of the cause of peace’4, 
and that it has not been possible to eliminate the potential dangers which nuclear energy 
represents, in particular for future generations;

  
1 By means of the Treaty on European Union signed in Maastricht on 7 February 1992.
2 OJ C 210, 6.7.1998, p. 215, paragraph 39.
3 OJ C 77 E, 26.3.2004, p. 255, paragraph 14. 
4 Preamble to the Euratom Treaty.
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2. Sees evidence of an unacceptable democratic deficit in the fact that Parliament is almost 
completely excluded from the Euratom legislative process and that it is consulted, and no 
more, on only one of the 10 chapters of the Euratom Treaty;

3. Draws attention to the Treaty of Amsterdam of May 1999, which guarantees Parliament’s 
right of codecision, a right which, taken in conjunction with the principle of fair 
cooperation laid down in Article 10 of the EC Treaty, imposes on the Member States a 
legal obligation immediately to open up the Euratom Treaty to full codecision involving 
Parliament;

4. Emphasises that the Euratom Treaty has created a ‘market within a market’ and has, as a 
result, given rise to distortions of competition and, in turn, serious disruptions to the 
internal energy market, which have implications for energy security, and mutual energy 
dependency for all the countries of Europe;

5. Reiterates, emphatically, its call for an intergovernmental conference to be convened to 
carry out a comprehensive revision of the Euratom Treaty, to repeal the outdated 
provisions of that Treaty, to revise the remaining provisions in the light of a modern and 
sustainable energy policy and to incorporate them into the EC Treaty in a separate energy 
chapter;

6. Takes the view that the option available to any Member State, on the basis of international 
treaty law, as laid down, in particular, in Articles 56 and 62 of the Vienna Convention on 
the Law of Treaties, of withdrawing from the Euratom Treaty, without this affecting its 
European Union membership, should be duly acknowledged.


