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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

A. whereas one of the objectives of the Lisbon Strategy is that every section of the population 
should be able to benefit from the information society, including those disadvantaged on 
the grounds of education, age, gender or origin, disabled persons and those living in the 
least-favoured areas,

B. whereas the Community strategic guidelines for economic, social and territorial cohesion 
for 2007-2013 make a priority of ensuring the availability of ICT infrastructure where the 
market is unable to provide it at a reasonable cost and in sufficient quantity to 
accommodate the services required, particularly in isolated and rural districts and in the 
new Member States,

1. Welcomes the Commission's determination to reduce the digital divide between town and 
country;

2. Emphasises the role of ICT in enhancing the attractiveness and competitiveness of the 
regions (reorganisation of manufacturing methods, creation of businesses, jobs and 
services such as e-government, e-health, e-education, e-commerce);

3. Points out that, in remote districts, ICT are even more useful since they make it possible to 
overcome distance by facilitating relations between users and services, customers and 
suppliers, members of the public and public authorities and to cut costs and deadlines;

4. Calls for an audit to be made of existing network capacity and regional requirements in 
terms of HDSL in order to identify shortcomings in the private sector and potential 
synergies between regional poles of activity and to use the optimum technological mix 
with a view to sustainable activity when making new investments;

5. Believes it is appropriate, in the light of particular geographical circumstances and of the 
backlog in certain territories and Member States, to invest directly in the latest 
technological innovations, i.e. wireless, satellites, powerline, radio broadcasting;

6. Stresses the need for improved command of ICT by European citizens through the funding 
of multimedia public areas in which they could attend collective learning workshops and 
use equipment with free access;

7. Calls for an individual mediation service also to be offered to the most disadvantaged
members of the public remotest from ICT such as the elderly;

8. Emphasises the usefulness of exchanging best practice about the promotion of the 
information society.
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