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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Conclusions of the European Council of 9 March and in particular its 
decision that, until a global and comprehensive post 2012 agreement is concluded, the EU 
makes a firm independent commitment to achieve at least a 20% reduction of greenhouse 
gas by 2020 compared to 1990 and the highly ambitious quantified targets on energy 
efficiency, renewable energies and the use of bio-fuels;

2. Further welcomes the fact that the 'New Energy Policy for Europe' fully respects Member 
States' choice of energy mix and their sovereignty over primary energy sources, while at 
the same time, the policy is underpinned with a spirit of solidarity amongst Member 
States, ensuring an integrated approach to climate change and the challenge of promoting 
environmental sustainability;

3. In the context of the annual review of the Energy Action Plan, insists that the European 
Parliament be informed annually of the progress and the results obtained in implementing 
the EU's energy and climate change policy, prior to the annual examination by the 
European Council;

4. Urges the Commission to come forward with its proposed directive on renewable 
energies as soon as possible and calls upon it to clarify the roles and responsibilities of 
the regions and local authorities in policy implementation;

5. Calls on the Member States who have not already done so to proceed quickly with the 
implementation of the Energy Performance in Buildings Directive (2002/91/EC);

6. Calls subsequently upon the regions and local authorities to insist systematically on the 
need for new constructions and buildings to be carbon neutral and to simplify and speed 
up the administrative procedures required for the development of renewable sources of 
energy;

7. Asks Member States, regions and local authorities to ensure that clear information 
promoting the technological aspects of photovoltaic electrical generation as well as the 
technical and practical information concerning bio-fuels are made available to the general 
public as well as the financial incentives made available by the various authorities;

8. Calls for funding to be made available under territorial cohesion in order to promote 
cross-border and inter-regional co-operation by Regional Authorities, Local Authorities 
and NGOs so as to promote an integrated approach to Energy Policy;

9. Urges Regional Authorities, Local Authorities and NGOs to avail themselves of funding 
under FP7 to promote Renewable Energy technologies and the use of Bio-fuels;

10. Considers that the challenges presented by climate change should be viewed as an 
opportunity to invest in new technologies in order to promote environmental 
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sustainability and enhance business competitiveness and, furthermore, as an opportunity 
to complete the internal market for gas and electricity leading to a more interconnected 
and secure supply.


