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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

1. The Commission proposal for a regulation

The proposal to establish the European Institute of Technology (EIT) was first put forward in 
the Commission's spring 2005 report in the context of the mid-term review of the Lisbon 
Strategy. On 22 January 2006, on the basis of a wide-ranging consultation process, the
Commission adopted its first communication on the EIT, outlining its ambitions and the 
possible areas of action for the Institute. In March 2006, the European Council recognised that 
the EIT would be an important step to fill the existing gap between higher education, research 
and innovation and invited the Commission to submit a proposal by mid-June on further steps 
needing to be taken. On 8 June 2006, the Commission adopted a second communication on the 
EIT and on 18 October 2006 submitted a proposal for a regulation establishing the European 
Institute of Technology.

2. Draftsman's position

The draftsman agrees with the general principles for the creation and activities of the EIT as 
set out in the Commission proposal. However, she wishes to table a number of amendments 
aimed at drawing attention to the need to develop a legal and financial basis for the Institute's 
activities, as well as rules governing the management of intellectual property rights.

So far no EU initiative has fully addressed the three sides of the knowledge triangle at the same 
time in a fully integrated and mutually supportive manner. Previous programmes have focused 
solely on one element of the triangle or, at best, on two of them (Seventh Framework 
Programme of Research and Technological Development (2007-2013), Competitiveness and 
Innovation Programme), and have mainly supported their development at national level only. 
Bearing in mind the character and scale of the challenge of innovation, activities at European 
level can offer additional benefits which the Member States cannot achieve by acting alone.

The proposal to establish the European Institute of Technology is important for the world of 
education and science, particularly in the new Member States of the Union, because it 
increases the opportunities for direct cooperation between educational and scientific institutes 
in those countries and the most progressive European bodies, as well as European business, 
while at the same time encouraging applications for funds from Union educational 
programmes. As a result, the Institute will create opportunities for developing educational and 
research programmes based on genuine economic requirements. It is commendable that the 
Institute's mission highlights the need to do more to commercialise research findings and takes 
a longer-term view of how the operation of the EIT will increase the competitiveness of 
European and national economies in world markets.

With regard to the concept of the 'triangle of knowledge', your draftsman believes that the 
legal basis for the proposal rules out the possibility of the EIT acting as an educational institute 
and awarding academic qualifications, since under Article 49 of the EU Treaty education 
remains a national competence. 

The EIT should develop its own brand - an EIT diploma - which would supplement formal 
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degrees awarded by educational institutes belonging to the Knowledge and Innovation 
Communities (KICs).

While recognising the importance of all three elements of the knowledge triangle, your 
draftsman is concerned that the EIT's main task should be to support innovation. Accordingly, 
the EIT's research objectives should be focused on developing innovation rather than carrying 
out basic scientific research.

With regard to the Institute's structure, there needs to be clarification of the mutual 
relations between the Institute and the Knowledge and Innovation Communities and the bodies 
of which they are composed, which may be of direct significance in determining the objective 
characteristics of the EIT and KICs, for example when it comes to funding.

As regards the funding of the Institute, your draftsman points to the need to devise financial 
bases for the Institute's activity and to determine precisely the amount of funding from 
individual sources, which should be in keeping with the form and strictures of a 
decentralised agency. There is therefore a need for the Commission to review the possibility
of using part of the unallocated margins under the ceilings of subheading 1A to finance the EIT 
up to an amount of EUR 308.7 million. Establishing sound legal and financial bases to ensure 
the proper administrative and operational functioning of the Institute is vital for building a long-
term partnership between higher education, research institutes and private organisations and 
for promoting innovation at Community level.

The basic Community funds allocated to the EIT should represent a supplement to the 
Financial Perspective in force, but additional resources should be obtained from external 
sources, at national, regional or private level. The ability to raise its own funds, both from 
external sources and from income from its own activities (in connection with the management 
of intellectual property rights, which according to the EIT proposal will accumulate in due 
course) will be crucial to the EIT's activity. In view of the persistent scarcity of funds for 
scientific research and development in the EU, efforts must be made to ensure that the 
newly-created EIT enjoys a guaranteed level of Community funding that is not provided at the 
expense of other Community research and innovation activities currently under way.

Appropriate management and a balanced distribution of intellectual property rights are 
vital elements for developing and investing in innovation. The precise guidelines laid down by 
the EIT in this area should be in line with the rules governing, for example, participation by 
enterprises, research institutes and universities in activities carried out under the Seventh 
Framework Programme (2007-2013), which have already been approved by the Council and 
Parliament. In addition, your draftsman stresses the need for the Commission to oversee the 
way in which intellectual property is managed, and costs and profits are shared in proportion to 
the contribution by individual partner organisations.
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1 Not yet published in OJ.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report :

Text proposed by the Commission1

Amendment 1
Recital 6

(6) The EIT should have the objective of 
contributing to the development of the 
Community and the Member States 
innovation capacity, by fully involving
education, research and innovation activities 
at the highest standards.

(6) The EIT should have the objective of 
contributing to the development of the 
Community and the Member States 
innovation capacity, by correlating
education and research activities with
innovation activities at the highest standards.

Justification

EIT activities should cover all three sides of the knowledge triangle, in order to achieve their 
main goal, which is to boost innovation.

Amendment 2
Recital 10 

(10) There is a need to support education as 
an integral but often missing component of a 
comprehensive innovation strategy. The 
agreement between the EIT and KICs should 
provide that the degrees and diplomas 
awarded through the KICs should be EIT 
degrees and diplomas. The EIT should 
promote the recognition of EIT degrees and
diplomas in the Member States. All these 
activities should be carried out without 
prejudice to Directive 2005/36/EC on the 
recognition of professional qualifications.

(10) There is a need to support education as 
an integral but often missing component of a 
comprehensive innovation strategy. The 
agreement between the EIT and KICs should 
provide that the diplomas awarded through 
the KICs should be EIT diplomas. The EIT 
should promote the recognition of EIT 
diplomas in the Member States. All these 
activities should be carried out without 
prejudice to Directive 2005/36/EC on the 
recognition of professional qualifications.

Justification
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Given the legal basis for the proposal and the fact that competence in the field of higher 
education lies with the Member States, the EIT is not entitled to award degrees. Nevertheless, 
EIT diplomas are an appropriate solution as regards promoting the role of EIT projects and 
the students taking part in them.

Amendment 3
Recital 11 

(11) The EIT should establish guidelines for 
the management of intellectual property, 
which should foster the use of intellectual 
property under appropriate conditions, 
including through licensing; provide 
appropriate incentives for the EIT and 
partners, including individuals involved, 
KICs and partner organisations as well as for 
spin-offs and for commercial exploitation. 
Where activities were funded under the 
Community Framework Programmes for 
Research and Technological Development, 
the rules of those programmes would apply.

(11) The EIT should establish clear and 
transparent guidelines for the management 
of intellectual property, which should foster 
the use of intellectual property under 
appropriate conditions, including through 
licensing; provide appropriate incentives for 
the EIT and partners, including individuals 
involved, KICs and partner organisations as 
well as for spin-offs and for commercial 
exploitation. Where activities were funded 
under the Community Framework 
Programmes for Research and Technological 
Development, the rules of those programmes 
would apply.

Justification

If it wants to recruit scientific and financial partners, it is vital for the EIT to lay down clear 
and firm guidelines for intellectual property management.

Amendment 4
Recital 13

(13) In order to guarantee the functional 
autonomy and independence of the EIT, it 
should administer its own budget whose 
revenue should include a contribution from 
the Community as well as contributions from 
Member States and private organisations, 
national or international bodies or 
institutions, revenues generated by the EIT’s 
own activities or endowments. The EIT 
should seek to attract an increasing financial 
contribution from private organisations.

(13) In order to guarantee the functional 
autonomy and independence of the EIT, it 
should possess legal personality and 
administer its own budget whose revenue 
should include a contribution from the 
Community as well as contributions from 
Member States and private organisations, 
national or international bodies or 
institutions, revenues generated by the EIT’s 
own activities in connection with 
intellectual property management or 
endowments. The EIT should seek to attract 
an increasing financial contribution from 
private organisations.
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Justification

Legal personality for the EIT, as provided for in the Commission proposal, is an important 
aspect of its autonomy given the intended wide range of its activities. Resources deriving from 
intellectual property management should be a vital source of income for the EIT.

Amendment 5
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. 'Knowledge and Innovation Community' 
means a joint-venture of partner 
organisations, whatever its precise legal 
form, selected and designated by the EIT to 
carry out at the highest level integrated 
innovation, research and education activities 
in a specific field.

2. 'Knowledge and Innovation 
Community' means a joint-venture of 
partner organisations, whatever its precise 
legal form, selected and designated by the 
EIT to carry out at the highest level projects 
linking research and education activities 
with innovation in a specific field.

Justification

The aim is to ensure that KICs are geared above all to innovation by exploiting scientific and 
research potential.

Amendment 6
Article 2, paragraph 6a (new)

6a.'Degree' means any degree awarded to a 
student by a college, university or higher 
vocational school on completion of a 
programme of advanced training.

Justification

In order to make it clear that the EIT is not an educational institution as such and is therefore 
not entitled to award formal degrees, a distinction should be made between degrees awarded 
by higher schools under the authority of the Member States and EIT diplomas, which 
represent an additional mark of achievement awarded by the EIT, but which lack significance 
unless accompanied by a formal degree awarded by an educational institution.

Amendment 7
Article 2, paragraph 6b (new)
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6b. 'EIT Diploma' means certification 
of participation by a student in an EIT 
activity representing an integral part 
of a course of studies at an 
educational institution empowered to 
award degrees.

Justification

To highlight the fact that EIT diplomas represent an additional accomplishment but are not a 
substitute for a degree.

Amendment 8
Article 4, paragraph 1, (e)

(e) mobilise the necessary funds from public 
and private sources and use its resources in 
accordance with this Regulation. It will in 
particular seek to raise an increasing 
proportion of its budget from private sources 
and from its own resources;

(e) mobilise the necessary funds from public 
and private sources and use its resources in 
accordance with this Regulation. It will in 
particular seek to raise an increasing 
proportion of its budget from private sources 
and from income derived from its own 
activities.

Justification

The EIT should constantly build up its capital by taking advantage of private sources or by 
performing its own activities.

Amendment 9
Article 4, paragraph 1, (f)

(f) promote the recognition of EIT degrees 
and diplomas in the Member States.

(f) promote the recognition of EIT diplomas 
in the Member States.

Justification

Given the legal basis for the proposal and the fact that competence in the field of higher 
education lies with the Member States, the EIT cannot award degrees.

Amendment 10
Article 5, paragraph 2, subparagraph 3, (c)
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(c) the basis on which the degrees and 
diplomas would be awarded including the 
arrangements to take in account the 
Community policy on the European Higher 
Education Area, particularly in terms of 
compatibility, transparency, recognition and 
quality of degrees and diplomas;

(c) the arrangements to take in account the 
Community policy on the European Higher 
Education Area, particularly in terms of 
compatibility, transparency, recognition of 
degrees and diplomas;

Justification

Although the European dimension of the educational aspects of potential KICs should carry 
weight in the selection procedure, the terms used in the current proposal are too narrow.

Amendment 11
Article 6, paragraph 1

1. The agreement between the EIT and the 
KICs shall provide that, in the disciplines and 
fields under which studies, research and 
innovation activities are carried out through 
KICs, degrees and diplomas awarded 
through KICs shall be EIT degrees and 
diplomas.

1. The agreement between the EIT and the 
KICs shall provide that, in the disciplines and 
fields under which studies, research and 
innovation activities are carried out through 
KICs, EIT diplomas shall be awarded.

Justification

Given the legal basis for the proposal and the fact that competence in the field of higher 
education lies with the Member States, the EIT is not entitled to award degrees. Nevertheless, 
EIT diplomas are an appropriate solution as regards promoting the role of EIT projects and 
the students taking part in them .

Amendment 12
Article 6, paragraph 2

2. The EIT shall encourage partner 
organisations to award joint degrees and 
diplomas reflecting the integrated nature of 
the KICs. However, these may also be 
degrees awarded by one institution as well 
as double or multiple degrees and 
diplomas.

deleted

Justification

Given the legal basis for the proposal and the fact that competence in the field of higher 
education lies with the Member States, the EIT cannot award degrees. 
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Amendment 13
Article 6, paragraph 3

3. The Member States cooperate in 
recognising EIT degrees and diplomas.

3. The Member States cooperate in 
recognising and promoting EIT diplomas.

Justification

Although an EIT diploma will not be equivalent to a degree, it should be a mark of 
achievement and the Member States should take steps to recognise it.

Amendment 14
Article 9, paragraph 1, introductory part

1. The EIT shall define and make public its 
principles and guidelines for the management 
of intellectual property. They shall:

1.The EIT shall define and make public its 
principles and guidelines for the management 
of intellectual property, in accordance with 
the rules laid down in Section 2 of 
Regulation (EC) No. 1906/2006 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 18 December 2006 laying down the rules 
for the participation of undertakings, 
research centres and universities in actions 
under the Seventh Framework Programme 
and for the dissemination of research 
results (2007-2013)2. They shall:

__________________
1 OJ, L 391, 30.12.2006, p. 1

Justification

The rules governing intellectual property should be in line with those governing the 
participation of undertakings, research centres and universities in actions under the Seventh 
Framework Programme (2007-2013) already adopted by the Council and Parliament.

Amendment 15
Article 14, paragraph 1 (a)
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(a) a rolling triennial work programme 
containing a statement of its major priorities 
and planned initiatives including an estimate 
of financing needs and sources. The draft 
work programme shall be submitted by the 
Governing Board to the Commission. The 
Commission shall deliver an opinion within 
three months with regard to its 
complementarity with Community policies 
and instruments. Where the Commission 
expresses disagreement, the Governing 
Board shall re-examine the programme and 
adopt it with any appropriate amendments;

(a) a rolling triennial work programme 
containing a statement of its major priorities 
and planned initiatives including an estimate 
of financing needs and sources. The draft 
work programme shall be submitted by the 
Governing Board to the Commission. The 
Commission shall deliver an opinion within 
three months with regard to its 
complementarity with Community policies 
and instruments. Where the Commission 
expresses disagreement, the Governing 
Board shall re-examine the programme and 
adopt it with any appropriate amendments, 
before submitting it to the Council and 
Parliament for approval;

Justification

The Council and the European Parliament must be able to supervise the activities of the EIT 
at strategic level by approving its work programme.


