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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission's communication on strengthening the European 
neighbourhood policy (ENP) and emphasis that this policy is a key tool for providing 
incentives to our neighbouring countries to draw closer to the Union, for encouraging 
them to implement aEuropean system of values and for boosting the economic and social
development of the regions bordering the Union, such developments being of interest to 
both the EU and its neighbours;

2. Considers that an efficient and mutually beneficial ENP should encourage neighbouring
countries that are interested in future EU membership to concentrate on the quality of their 
preparatory efforts and should entail the EU demonstrating its openness and support, in 
accordance with their concrete progress;

3. Stresses that the efficiency of the ENP is also dependent on the readiness of the Member 
States to apply the principles underlying the four fundamental freedoms of the Union in 
their partner states and believes that sectoral agreements should be seen as a practical 
means of attaining this goal; 

4. Stresses the crucial importance of cross-border cooperation programmes as well as 
broader, EU-wide exchanges in implementing the ENP and considers that these 
programmes should have economic, environmental, social and cultural aspects;

5. Calls on the Commission and the national, regional and local authorities involved in cross-
border cooperation programmes and EU-wide exchanges to adopt a decentralised 
approach based on the principles of cohesion policy, namely partnership and multi-annual 
planning, and to provide more incentives for grass-roots cooperation;

6. Calls upon the Commission and the Member States to stimulate the involvement of civil 
society in implementing and monitoring the ENP;

7. Calls on the Commission to develop guidelines for local and regional authorities on their 
specific role in implementing ENP Action Plans and to develop the ENP further;

8. Encourages the Commission and national, regional and local authorities to set up city and 
region-twinning programmes;

9. Considers it important to facilitate visa requirements for local border traffic, in order to 
stimulate economic development in regions bordering the Union and throughout
neighbouring countries;

10. Takes the view that the ENP should also entail cooperation in natural disaster prevention 
and encourages Member States as well as regional and local authorities to include this 
aspect in their cross-border cooperation programmes.
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