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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1.. Stresses that women and children are the main victims of increasingly neo-liberal policies, 
which are maintaining high levels of poverty and social exclusion, with more than 16% of 
the population facing the risk of poverty even after social transfers; the risk is even greater 
in the case of immigrants, the elderly, the disabled and members of single-parent families; 

2. Notes that children face an above-average risk of poverty in most Member States; in some 
cases, almost one out of every three children is in a poverty-risk situation, and the rate is 
even greater among children living in single-parent families, made up mostly of women or 
unemployed women;

3. Stresses that there are a number of dimensions to poverty and social exclusion, but that the 
most important of these are the economic situation of families, housing conditions, and 
access to education, to health care and to long-term care;

4. Stresses that the priority given to monetary policies, which was reflected, in particular, in 
the eight increases in interest rates effected by the European Central Bank within a period 
of less than a year and a half, has heightened social and regional injustices and 
inequalities, with some 20% of people, or more, facing the risk of poverty in various 
Member States, a situation which is affecting women in particular;

5. Stresses the importance of maintaining quality public services, a solid public and universal 
social security system and high levels of social protection and quality employment 
combined with rights, which means giving priority to policies which contribute to respect 
for women's rights and not policies which give pride of place to competition;

6. Urges the Commission, the European Central Bank, the Council and the Member States to 
give maximum priority to women's social integration and women's rights, by altering their
respective policies accordingly, including income distribution policy, and guaranteeing 
dignified minimum wages.
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