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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Greater energy efficiency is the fastest, most sustainable and most economical means of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and increasing energy safety. Given the growing 
importance of climate change on the international and European agenda, it is vitally important 
to achieve the objective set at the spring Council summit of a 20% increase in energy 
efficiency in Europe by 2020, which will greatly contribute towards achieving a 20% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020.

Energy efficiency is an issue concerning a large number of sectors such as transport, 
buildings, appliances and power generation and distribution. At the same time, the 
achievement of energy efficiency objectives requires not only legislation but also the 
development of energy-efficient technologies, a change in consumer habits and product use 
and the provision of financial incentives and appropriate funding.

The Commission communication concerning an ‘Action Plan for Energy Efficiency: 
Realising the Potential’ is a major step towards achieving energy efficiency objectives,
containing a number of priority actions to be taken at European, national and local level. We 
should point out that we will be over half way to achieving the 20% objective if existing 
legislative measures are implemented, such as the directive on the energy efficiency of 
buildings, requiring more action to be taken by the Member States and closer controls by the 
Commission.

It is also useful to stress the need to encourage research and ecological innovation in the field 
of energy efficiency, possibly leading to a new ‘industrial revolution’ and contributing to 
economic development, higher employment, greater competitivity and achievement of the 
Lisbon Objectives and proving to be a comparative advantage for European industry.

The public sector has an important role to play through the choice of energy-efficient products 
and services, thereby setting the example, possibly increasing the market share of energy-
efficient products and increasing public awareness.

Finally, we must not forget the contribution the European public which, by changing its 
consumption habits, can help to achieve reduced energy consumption targets. By choosing 
energy efficient products and services and making its own contributions to reducing energy 
waste, it provides the main impetus behind the drive for greater energy efficiency. This is 
recognised by the Action Plan, which provides for specific measures, such as information 
campaigns and financial incentives for consumers. 
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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission communication concerning the ‘Action Plan for Energy 
Efficiency: Realising the Potential’ and supports the envisaged priority actions.

2. Welcomes the commitment given at the Council summit in the spring of 2007 to achieve a 
20% reduction in energy consumption by 2020, which will also contribute to achieving a 
20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020; stresses also the need for interim 
reduction objectives.

3. Stresses that the implementation and monitoring of existing Community energy efficiency 
legislation would go halfway to achieving the objective; calls on the Member States to 
make rational use of National Energy Efficiency Action Plans.

4. Takes the view that the greatest energy savings can be achieved in the construction and 
transport sectors; accordingly calls for priority actions in these areas; calls also for a 
review of the provisions of the buildings directive, so as to extend its scope to include EU
minimum efficiency standards.

5. Stresses the role of market-based tools (for example ‘white’ certificates) and financial 
incentives, the achievement of energy efficiency objectives and enhancement of European 
competitiveness. 

6. Stresses the need to encourage research and eco-innovation in developing energy effective 
technologies by encouraging investment and exchanges of best practices, which could 
stimulate economic growth, increase employment levels, provide a comparative advantage 
for the European economy, and thereby contribute to the achievement of the Lisbon 
Strategy objectives.

7. Calls on the Commission to establish minimum energy efficiency standards under the 
Ecodesign directive. Calls for a review of the labelling directive in order to encompass 
new products and greater coherence between the two directives so as to increase consumer 
awareness and make it easier for consumers to make informed choices thanks to a clear 
and comprehensive system.

8. Stresses the fundamental role of the public authorities in encouraging energy efficiency 
and advocates inclusion of energy efficiency requirements among the rules governing 
public procurement.
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