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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Takes the view that, given demographic developments and ever-higher life expectancies, 
any public health strategy must aim first and foremost to prevent diseases, combat them 
effectively and in this way improve Europeans’ quality of life;

2. Calls on the Member States to recognise the need for, and work towards, better 
accessibility to high-quality health care for all strata of the population and every age 
group, including the most disadvantaged, as a condition sine qua non for their active 
involvement in society;

3. Is concerned, therefore, at the wildly escalating costs and deficits threatening health and 
public healthcare budgets in all the Member States, which could be significantly reduced 
not only by eliminating over-use of drugs and treatments and introducing generic 
medicines, but also by greater solidarity between generations and in families and mutual 
assistance measures at local level;

4. Encourages the Commission to make full use of the European dimension to promote the 
exchange of best practice between Member States, subsidies, precisely targeted 
information campaigns on diet and physical activity, and other means, these being the 
objectives it set itself in the White Paper ‘A strategy for Europe on nutrition-, overweight-
and obesity-related health issues’ (COM(2007)0279), issues which disproportionately 
affect the least privileged population groups;

5. Is aware that policies on alcohol and smoking are largely matters for the Member States, 
but encourages the Commission to play a proactive role in collecting and passing on the 
experiences of the individual Member States, as it proposes in its Communication on an 
EU strategy to support Member States in reducing alcohol-related harm
(COM(2006)0625) and to initiate a consultation process and an open public debate on the 
best way of continuing the fight against passive smoking, as it proposes in its Green Paper 
‘Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level’
(COM(2007)0027);

6. Reiterates what it said in its resolution of 15 December 2005 on the Commission’s 
legislative and work programme for 2006,1 particularly as regards threats to public health 
such as cardio-vascular diseases, diabetes, cancer, mental illness and HIV/AIDS, and on 
air quality in urban settings;

7. Welcomes the contribution made to protecting public health in Europe by, inter alia, the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the European 
early-warning and rapid-response system for threats to public health (EWRS) in applying 
the International Health Regulations;

  
1 OJ C 286 E, 23.11.2006, p. 487.
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8. Stresses the importance that the Member States and European institutions must give to 
compliance with the legislation in force and calls on the Commission in consequence to 
ensure that European legislation, not least on water, air and soil quality, is properly 
applied.


