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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

This opinion for the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs concerns the Commission 
proposal for a European Parliament and Council regulation on population and housing 
censuses (COM(2007)0069), to be adopted under the codecision procedure 
(2007/0032(COD)). 
The main aim of the draft regulation is to clarify and make comparable the data collected in 
censuses carried out in the individual Member States of the European Union, in particular 
with regard to housing. 

The provision by the Member States of coherent, complete and reliable data is essential to the 
development of credible indicators giving an accurate assessment of the socio-economic 
situation at regional, national and European Union level. 
The importance of reference dates for the collected data and Member States' punctuality in 
transmitting data to the Commission (Eurostat) should also be stressed in this regard, as only 
when  data relating to the same period of time is available for each territorial unit 
simultaneously can we genuinely compare information and produce reliable overviews and 
analyses. 

The rapporteur rightly stresses the need to harmonise the system for providing data based on 
common standards applicable to all Member States and mentions the technical and procedural
difficulties encountered in the process. 
It should also be borne in mind that these statistics and overviews on population structure and 
characteristics constitute a fundamental indicator in the planning and monitoring of cohesion 
policy and in assessing the effectiveness of the implementation of the Structural Fund. The 
classification of regions for the purpose of this very fund is based on data concerning the 
populations of those regions, meaning that there are direct financial consequences both for 
regions and for Member States
The proposal for a regulation under discussion in this opinion concerns issues that are 
fundamental to the development of regional and cohesion policy. 
It should also be underlined that, while census data concerning people's place of usual 
residence is integral to assessing the housing situation, in the case of analyses of other aspects 
the focus should be on other data, for example country of citizenship, sex, age or number of 
children. 
Some concepts are not clearly defined in the draft regulation, such as 'place of usual 
residence', which should refer to a specific period of time preceding the reference point, i.e. 
the date of the census. Attention should also be given to the accuracy of the translations of the 
text. 

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:
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Text proposed by the Commission1 Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Recital 3

(3) In order for the most judicious use 
possible to be made of the data in drawing 
comparisons between Member States, such 
data should refer to a given year to be 
defined;

(3) In order to ensure the comparability of 
the data provided by the Member States and 
for reliable overviews to be drawn up at 
Union level, the data used should refer to 
the same reference year;

Justification

This rewording is intended to make clear the link between the need for data to be provided for 
the same reference year and the basic requirement for comparability with regard to the 
overviews produced at Community level.

Amendment 2
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (c)

(c) “usual residence” means the place at 
which a person normally spends the daily 
period of rest, regardless of temporary 
absences for purposes of recreation, holiday, 
visits to friends and relatives, business, 
medical treatment or religious pilgrimage; 
or, if not available, the place of legal or 
registered residence;

(c) “usual residence” means the place at 
which, in the six months preceding the 
reference point, a person normally spends 
the daily period of rest, regardless of 
temporary absences for purposes of 
recreation, holiday, visits to friends and 
relatives, business, medical treatment or 
religious pilgrimage; or, if not available, the 
place of legal or registered residence;

Justification

The concept of 'place of usual residence' requires further clarification and the inclusion of a 
timeframe to ensure that people's answers genuinely refer to their usual place of residence.  

Amendment 3
Article 3

Member States shall submit to the 
Commission (Eurostat) data on the 
population and on housing covering 

Member States shall submit to the 
Commission (Eurostat) data on the 
population and on housing covering 

  
1 Not yet published in OJ.
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determined demographic, social, economic 
and housing characteristics of individuals, 
families, households, housing units and 
buildings at the national and regional levels 
as set out in the Annex.

determined demographic, social, economic 
and housing characteristics of individuals, 
families, households, housing units and 
buildings at the national and regional levels 
as set out in the Annex, making sure of the 
reliability and quality of the data submitted 
and ensuring that they are punctual in 
providing it.

Justification

The basic criteria for the data collected should be explicitly mentioned at the outset.

Amendment 4
Article 4, paragraph 2

2. Member States shall ensure that the data 
sources and the methodology used to comply 
with the requirements of this regulation meet 
the essential features of population and 
housing censuses as defined in Article 2 (1) 
to the highest possible extent.

2. Member States shall ensure that the data 
sources and the methodology used to comply 
with the requirements of this regulation meet 
the essential features of population and 
housing censuses as defined in Article 2 (1) 
to the highest possible extent, allowing the 
provision of data that are as coherent, 
complete and reliable as possible.

Justification

The basic quality criteria for the data provided should be stressed, as this is a precondition 
for the drawing-up of reliable overviews and comparisons of data at Community level.

Amendment 5
Annex, point 1.3.2., indent 8

- Date(s) of legal marriage(s) of ever 
married women: (i) first marriage and (ii) 
current marriage

- Date(s) of legal marriage(s) of women: (i) 
first marriage and (ii) current marriage

Justification

The amendment aims to clarify the text by simplifying it and removing unnecessary words.

Amendment 6
Annex, point 1.3.2., indent 9
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- Date(s) of the beginning of the consensual
union(s) of women having ever been in 
consensual union: (i) first consensual union 
and (ii) current consensual union

- Date(s) of the beginning of the informal
union(s) of women: (i) first informal union 
and (ii) current informal union

Justification

The terminology used in this paragraph is inappropriate. The text also needs to be simplified 
for greater clarity.
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