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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that the Black Sea Synergy initiative is built around three strategies concerning the 
Black Sea region, namely enlargement towards South-East Europe and Turkey, the 
European Neighbourhood Policy and the four EU/Russia common spaces; regrets, 
however, that bilateral relations dominate in each of these strategies;

2. Approves the doubling of the financial resources made available under the European 
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument for the funding of cross-border projects and 
calls on the Commission to inform Parliament of the implementation of these funds and 
progress made, by means of short biannual reports;

3. Calls on the Commission to improve its relations with the Organisation of the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation (BSEC) and other regional organisations involved with economic 
and social development, particularly now that three Member States of the Union are also 
member of the BSEC and that other Black Sea states are candidates for membership of the 
European Union;

4. Regrets the fact that, despite its huge potential in terms of energy resources and transport 
possibilities, the region suffers from frozen conflicts, environmental problems and 
inadequate border controls, with the result that organised crime and illegal immigration 
flourish;

5. Encourages the Commission in its efforts to stimulate Black Sea synergy and notes that 
this strategy might be extended beyond the Black Sea region to the Caspian Basin and on 
to central Asia; in this context, encourages the Commission in its involvement in bilateral 
efforts to raise human rights standards, develop democratic institutions in the area and
promote good governance and the rule of law;

6. Applauds the success of the EU border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine and 
awaits with interest the Commission communication on migration and illegal 
immigration; expresses the opinion that economic development, security and stability are 
the keys to resolving frozen conflict and that every effort should be made in these areas;

7. Encourages the Commission in its efforts to enhance its relations with energy suppliers 
and to pursue a fruitful dialogue on energy security, thus promoting legal and regulatory 
harmonisation through the BAKU initiative (an energy dialogue between the EU and the 
countries of the Black Sea, Caspian Basin and their neighbours) and the EU-Russia 
Energy Dialogue;

8. Welcomes the development of the new Trans-Caspian − Black Sea strategic energy
corridor and the progressive extension of the Energy Community Treaty to Turkey, 
Moldova and Ukraine.


