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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Transport and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Is seriously concerned by the rise of greenhouse gas emmissions originating from 
transport, which increased in the period 1990-2005 by 32.1 %, while emissions from 
other sectors decreased by 9.5%; points out in particular that emissions from 
international aviation and maritime transport (both not covered by the Kyoto protocol) 
have risen by 90 and 50% respectively in that same period and accounted in 2005 for 
23% of all transport emissions and for 6.3% of total emissions1;

2. Supports the ongoing legislative process regarding the inclusion of aviation in the 
European Emission Trading System and the preparation of similar legislation for the 
maritime sector; however draws attention to the fact that the possible establishment of 
an emission trading system for maritime transport should not punish this mode of 
transport which is the most environmentally friendly (together with inland waterways) 
and favour other modes which impose a heavier burden on the environment;  

3. Stresses the need for the EU to provide financial support for the implementation of 
priority projects in the framework of the trans-European networks, including the 
European Rail Traffic Management System, and to set appropriate guidelines for State 
aid in the railway sector; notes that, to fulfil its commitments and pursue the EU's 
objectives in relation to the Kyoto protocol, it is absolutely vital to modernise the 
railways and improve the performance of its services in order to make this mode of 
transport more attractive to users;

4. Stresses that only a combination of measures can guarantee a sustainable transport 
system for future generations, such as traffic avoidance, better logistics and fiscal 
incentives for environmentally friendly transport and fuels;

5. Notes that the promotion of safe, environmentally friendly, efficient and affordable 
public transport systems, as well as car pooling, car sharing and non-motorised 
mobility, are important steps towards reducing transport's negative environmental 
impact;

6. Stresses the need to adopt ambitious and binding CO2 emission limits for cars, making 
them more fuel-efficient and affordable for all users, and to encourage the careful and 
sustainable production of alternative fuels from biomass as an absolute priority, taking 
into account the consequences as regards food production and deforestation;

7. Supports the necessary research to be carried out to that end within the 7th Framework 
Programme and encourages the Commission to look for public-private partnerships in R 
& D in order to develop the technology which is needed for sustainable, environment 
friendly transport.

  
1 http://reports.eea.europa.eu.
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