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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Believes that lifelong learning and people-to-people contacts are the key to fostering 
tolerance, mutual understanding and reconciliation between peoples of the Western 
Balkans, Turkey and the EU;

2. Asks the Council to establish a visa facilitation scheme that allows all Western Balkan and 
Turkish citizens to participate in EU programmes such as Youth, Erasmus or Culture 
without having to go through the current timely, risky and costly visa procedure; suggests, 
further, a central focal point to mediate at short notice in case of problems;

3. Emphasises that respect for cultural diversity is a central EU principle and that minorities 
must be free to exercise their cultural rights, including the learning of minority languages 
such as Kurdish and the preservation of cultural identities, without discrimination;

4. Encourages Turkey, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia to ratify the 
UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expression;

5. Underlines the importance of coordinated public information and communication 
strategies as cornerstones of the process of generating greater understanding and support 
for EU enlargement, in both Member States and candidate and potential candidate 
countries, and recommends that all candidate countries participate in the implementation 
of the proposed InterInstitutional Agreement on communication policy;

6. Strongly encourages the involvement of the candidate countries in the European Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue 2008, as a means of forging closer links between peoples.
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