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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that Africa accounts for almost 9% of EU imports; half of these imports are 
energy related products, 23% are manufactured- and 11% are food and agricultural 
products; Africa absorbs 8.3% of EU exports, 78% are related to machinery, chemicals and 
manufactured goods. South Africa is EU's largest trading partner (import&export). 
Unfortunately European trade with Africa continues to decline, although the EU remains
the most important trading partner.

2. Points out that China’s rapid economic development in the past twenty years had a 
significant impact upon EU-China trade and economic relations in general. Total two-way 
trade has increased more than sixty-fold since 1978, and was worth €210 billion in 2005. 
The EU has gone from a trade surplus at the beginning of the 1980s to a deficit of €106 
billion in 2005, its largest trade deficit with any partner. China is now the EU’s second 
largest trading partner after the US. In 2000 the EU concluded a bilateral market access 
agreement with China, which was an essential milestone in China's WTO accession 
process and this accession changed in many ways global trade patterns.

3. Points out that the value of Chinese trade with Africa has increased from $2 billion in 1999 
to roughly $39.7 billion in 2005; China is now African's third most important trading 
partner. Africa is clearly becoming China's new economic frontier; and is very effective in 
coupling aid-for-oil strategies with foreign policy tools.

4. Points out that China has seen in the last years an explosive economic growth on average 
9% per annum and has become a leading exporter; emphasises that China's re-emergence 
as a major world economy has fundamentally changed the status quo of trade flows and 
international markets; observes that, to sustain this expansion, China has become a net 
importer of oil and its demand has created major price increases in all sorts of mineral and 
agricultural commodities; 

5. Point out that China accounted for roughly 40% of total growth in global demand for oil in 
the last four years; underlines that China's dependence on imported oil seems likely to 
continue to grow; by 2010 it is expected to import 45% of its oil needs; stresses that its 
voracious demand for energy and its desire to broaden its energy import, has led to seek oil 
suppliers in African States.

6. Recommends strongly to the Commission to evaluate the so called "Economic Partnership 
Interim Agreements", the Everything but Arms (EBA) - and the Least Developed 
Countries (LDC) Agreement with a view to understand, how Chinese companies operating 
from Africa might use favourable market access given by those agreements to the EU, in 
an aggressive and market disturbing way ("Textile Tsunami"). 

7. Recommends to the Commission to adjust its agreements with China and Africa with clear 
language with respect to "soft economic values"; all agreements should be supported by 
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Sustainable Impact Assessment (SIA), recommendations for decent labour, International 
Labour Organization standards, human rights, social responsibility, environment-and 
health standards. Recommends that the so called "Tripartisan Dialogues" between the EU, 
Africa and China shall concentrate their effort in those areas. 
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