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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

A. having regard to the role of sport in promoting integration and its potential contribution to 
social cohesion and the internal cohesion of the regions, 

1. Stresses the significance of the inclusion of sport in the Lisbon Treaty and points to the 
opportunity it offers to mobilise European Union financial resources and programmes 
with the aim of using sport as an instrument for economic development, social cohesion 
and improving the infrastructures of our cities and regions;

2. Recognises the importance of sport for the creation of jobs and small and medium-sized 
businesses;

3. Points out and stresses that sport is subject to the general Community rules on the internal 
market, free competition, and free movement of workers, which have proved their worth 
with regard to social and regional cohesion and economic development;

4. Points out that the success achieved by certain sports clubs in international competitions is 
important for the development of certain regions and countries, either directly in the form 
of exports and product licences or indirectly through the renown such clubs may bring to 
their country or region as cultural ambassadors; supports the measures adopted by 
countries or regions to safeguard or enhance the competitiveness of their most prestigious 
clubs, provided such measures comply with Community law;

5. Points out that there are great disparities between the different regions and Member States 
with regard to the social and economic importance of various sports, as well as in the
relative size and popularity of the major clubs in a region or country in the leading 
professional sports; therefore believes that the differences in the ways in which revenue is 
composed and generated, in how support is provided, and in the approach taken to 
ensuring competitive balance, are both justifiable and necessary;

6. Calls on the Commission and Member States, as part of their sustainable development 
strategies, to provide funding for sports-related infrastructures and projects under the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), as well as providing for the possible use
of new funding instruments (including JEREMIE and JESSICA):

7. Proposes that an effective mechanism be set up for promoting cross-border and inter-
regional cooperation so as to make better use of infrastructure investments connected to 
sports events.

8. Calls on the Commission to ensure that, when drawing up proposals in sectors which are 
highly sensitive as regards the development of sports in the Member States, such as image 
rights, management of broadcasting rights or sports betting, it complies strictly with the 
subsidiarity principle and pays due regard to the experience and individual characteristics 
of each Member State, as well as to the transfer of powers to the relevant national regions 
which may ensue.
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