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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Agrees with the Commission’s assertion in its Green Paper ‘Towards a new culture of 
urban mobility’ (COM(2007)0551) that urban mobility is an important facilitator of 
economic growth and employment, as well as balanced development in the EU, thus 
contributing to the achievement of the goals of the Lisbon and Gothenburg strategies;

2. Stresses that ensuring that citizens enjoy equal access to transport services in urban areas 
is crucial to achieving EU territorial cohesion;

3. Stresses that urban mobility plays a significant role in ensuring internal cohesion in urban 
centres and that urban transport development strategies must therefore be closely linked to 
wider strategies for spatial development and the development of urban areas;

4. Firmly believes that, while the quality of transport infrastructures and services is a crucial 
element in the attractiveness and competitiveness of urban centres, the effectiveness of 
transport investment depends on it being linked to a balanced development strategy for 
individual urban centres;

5. Calls on the Commission, Member States and regional and local authorities to adopt an 
integrated approach to investment planning for urban areas;

6. Calls on the Commission to review Union legislation and guidelines which directly or 
indirectly influence the  way in which balanced urban development is pursued, with a 
view to offering regions and cities a common frame of reference to make it easier for them 
to make choices as regards the planning and implementation of development strategy;

7. Stresses that the planning of urban development falls within the competence of local 
authorities; calls on the Commission to support local authorities by promoting pilot and 
experimental projects, providing assistance for research in the field of urban planning and 
encouraging the use of available financial resources in the Member States;

8. Firmly believes that access to assistance from the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund 
should be conditional on the drawing up of a long term plan for balanced urban 
development;

9. Stresses the importance of cooperation between cities and regions for the framing of 
optimum development strategies and calls on the Commission to include urban mobility in 
exchanges of experiences and good practice, in particular under the URBACT programme 
and the 'Regions for Economic Change' initiative.
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