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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the fourth cohesion report identifies climate change, in particular drought and 
water scarcity, as one of the new challenges with far-reaching territorial implications that 
cohesion policy has to tackle,

1. Urges the Council, without further delay, to adopt the proposed EU Solidarity Fund
regulation in order to provide a better definition of the criteria and eligible operations, 
including droughts, and hence enable damage caused by natural disasters to be countered 
more effectively, flexibly, and swiftly, bearing in mind also that Parliament adopted its 
position as long ago as May 2006;

2. Calls on regional and local authorities to take advantage of the great opportunities offered 
by the Structural Funds by opting for infrastructure investment linked to water 
management, in particular to address the challenge of water efficiency;

3. Maintains in this context that infrastructure funding should be allocated with a view to 
implementing measures to improve the management and supply of high-quality water, in 
keeping with existing needs;

4. Calls on the Council, the Member States, and regional and local authorities, as far as other 
specific policies are concerned, to take into account the points made in the communication 
regarding the challenge of water scarcity and droughts, so as to avert counterproductive 
effects on water resource conservation;

5. Calls on the Member States and the authorities concerned to pay heed to water-related 
considerations in their land-use planning, especially in connection with the development 
of economic activities in sensitive river basins;

6. Calls on regions and cities to launch campaigns to raise public awareness of water saving, 
and calls on the Commission to encourage the exchange of good practice among regions 
and cities, focusing on measures to save water, enhance water efficiency, and manage the 
risk of droughts.
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