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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that respecting human rights, including women’s rights, is a conditio sine 
qua non for membership of the EU and calls on the Commission to make the issue of 
human rights, in particular women’s rights a priority in its negotiations with Turkey;

2. Urges the Turkish Government to take up reforms concerning the achievement of de
facto gender equality, social security, eliminating the feminisation of poverty and 
violence against women, increasing participation of women in the labour market, 
education and politics with the same urgency that was given to the legislation 
concerning the lifting of the ban on the headscarf;

3. Considers it crucial that the new constitution should ensure gender equality and 
provides women with more, not fewer, rights, including full enjoyment of their right to
work; that it should lay the foundations for equal representation at all levels of 
decision making, that it should avoid the use of vague criteria such as "General 
Morality"; that it should refrain from perceiving women  primarily as  family or 
community members and that it should reaffirm women’s human rights, including 
their sexual and reproductive rights, as their individual rights;

4. Commends the Turkish government on its support for successful cooperation projects 
between EU and Turkish partners, such as the twinning project which is preparing for 
an independent gender equality body and which is training 750 officials on gender 
mainstreaming, expects that such a gender equality body  will be created without 
delay;

5. Notes with concern that political participation of women has not increased, considers 
the increase in female parliamentarians from 4.4% to 9% of the Parliament to be 
insufficient and points to upcoming local elections as an opportunity to remedy this 
through means such as quotas for women on elections lists.
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