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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the extension of the co-decision procedure to include the common agricultural 
policy (CAP);

2. Believes that the introduction of the ordinary legislative procedure, i.e. co-decision in the 
field of the CAP, improves the democratic accountability of the European Union as the 
European Parliament, which represents the Union's citizens, will be co-legislating on an 
equal footing with the Council, which represents the Member States; 

3. Regrets that the objectives of the CAP (Article 33 and 34 of the EC Treaty) were not 
changed by the Treaty of Lisbon and that those objectives remain identical to those set out 
originally at the start of the CAP; feels that the provisions on agriculture need updating to 
take account of the current situation (introduction of a second pillar, rural development, 
quality, animal welfare and the environment);

4. Stresses that Parliament needs to ensure that the provisions necessary for the pursuit of the 
objectives of the CAP are laid down in legislative acts, and not left to acts to be adopted 
by Council alone, or by the Commission within the framework of its powers concerning 
delegated and implementing acts;

5. Emphasises that all current Council legislation adopted on the basis of Articles 36 and 37 
of the EC Treaty will fall under the new Article 37(2), i.e. co-decision; this is notably the 
case in respect of the four main horizontal texts in the field of agriculture (the single 
CMO, the Direct Payments Regulation, the Rural Development Regulation and financing 
of the CAP); moreover, legislation on quality, organic farming and promotion will also 
fall within the scope of Article 37(2);

6. Believes that Article 37(3) does not contain an independent power in itself; emphasises 
that a co-decision act adopted on the basis of Article 37(2) is necessary in order to 
stipulate whether and how the Council may use its powers under Article 37(3);

7. Regrets that the measures referred to in Article 37(3), which were previously covered by 
the consultation procedure, can now be taken by the Council alone without consulting
Parliament;

8. Is of the opinion that no existing Council act could have been adopted on the basis of 
Article 37(3), and therefore considers that paragraph's scope and possible application to be 
non-existent;

9. Notes that the comitology procedures adopted on the basis of Article 202 of the EC Treaty 
will be repealed; emphasises the key role that Parliament has to play with regard to Article 
249C in formulating a new comitology framework (i.e. by adopting acts in accordance 
with the ordinary legislative procedure), especially with regard to the role of committees 
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in the field of agriculture;

10. Emphasises the need to strengthen relations, and set up a more intense and regular 
dialogue, with national parliaments, given that the Treaty of Lisbon has introduced in 
Article 3B(3) a subsidiarity check by national parliaments; 
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