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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Considers that the changes introduced by the Treaty of Lisbon in the area of the Common 
Commercial Policy (CCP) contribute overall to the enhancement of its democratic 
legitimacy and its efficiency; points out in that respect the extension of the scope of the 
CCP, the express recognition of all areas covered by the CCP as an exclusive 
competence, and especially the substantially strengthened role and powers of the 
Parliament;

2. Stresses the explicit requirement that the CCP shall serve the principles and objectives of 
Union's external action, inter alia, the safeguard of its values and fundamental interests, 
the support of democracy and the rule of law, and the promotion of sustainable 
development and of good global governance; underlines the need to guarantee 
consistency and mutual supportiveness among the various aspects of the external action 
of the EU; 

Future relations with the European Commission
3. Stresses that, with regard to the negotiation and conclusion of international agreements 

under the CCP, the Commission will be under a legal obligation to inform Parliament of 
the progress of negotiations on a par with the special "Committee referred to in Article 
188 N of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU)" of the Council;

4. Regrets the imbalance regarding the role and powers of Parliament between its internal 
and the external competence in the areas of the CCP; finds it particularly unacceptable
that the Treaty of Lisbon does not provide Parliament with the right to approve the 
mandate of the Commission to negotiate a trade agreement ; 

5. Considers though that the Parliament is entitled to establish preconditions in order to give 
its consent, which will be required for the conclusion of all trade agreements; stresses 
therefore the need for a reinforced Framework Agreement on relations between 
Parliament and the Commission;

Future relations with the Council
6. Points out that, according to Article 188 C (2) TFEU, Parliament and Council will be co-

legislators on an equal footing when determining the framework for implementing the 
Common Commercial Policy (CCP); 

7. Considers that the wording "measures defining the framework for implementing the 
common commercial policy" in Article 188 C (2) TFEU implies that the essential 
elements of the CCP will be included in legislative acts adopted under the ordinary 
legislative procedure, and that non-essential elements of these acts may be amended or 
supplemented by the Commission in the form of "delegated acts", in accordance with 
Article 249 B TFEU; 
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8. Considers that uniform conditions for implementing legislative acts in the CCP require 
the legislative acts to confer implementing powers on the Commission for adopting 
"implementing acts", in accordance with Article 249 C TFEU; therefore urges Parliament 
and Council to adopt, before the entry into force of the Treaty, a regulation laying down 
the rules and general principles on implementing acts;  

9. Calls on the European Council, the Council and the Commission to consider the 
negotiation of a new Inter-Institutional Agreement with the Parliament that provides 
Parliament with a substantive definition of its involvement in every stage leading to the 
conclusion of an international agreement;

Future relations with the Vice-President of the European Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy - External action

10. Urges the future High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy to consider with Parliament adequate methods of keeping Parliament fully 
informed of and consulted on the Union's external action;

11. Calls for an "ad hoc" hearing procedure to be established for the nomination of the Vice-
President of the Commission/High Representative with the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, the Committee on International Trade and the Committee on Development; 

Future relations with the national parliaments of the EU Member states
12. Notes that all matters falling under the CCP (Part V, Title II TFEU) will come within the 

exclusive competence of the Union, which means that they will be "Union agreements" 
and that there will be no more mixed trade agreements concluded by both the Union and 
the Member States;

13. Therefore invites the national parliaments of the Member States to enter into a 
strengthened dialogue with the European Parliament to jointly ensure the democratic 
legitimacy of the Union's CCP.
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