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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. Whereas, by the middle of the 21st century, we will experience a fundamental change in 
our approach to energy, its availability and how it is used; whereas if this change is to be 
effected successfully at a socially acceptable cost, dedicated research activity that also 
aims to make technology easier for people to grasp must be carried out, 

B. Whereas improving energy efficiency is one of the most cost-effective means of cutting 
greenhouse gases,

C. Whereas public and private investment in research and development work on energy 
technologies is of key importance and public and private finance dedicated to energy 
research in the EU has fallen substantially since the last oil crisis,

1. Welcomes the Commission's communication and encourages the Commission to step up 
its efforts to improve the coordination of energy technology research in Europe and, in 
this respect, welcomes the Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET Plan) presented by the 
Commission as well as the consultation process with stakeholders;

2. Regrets that the SET Plan focuses mainly on supply side measures and omits measures to 
reduce energy demand, such as energy savings and energy efficiency;

3. Welcomes the establishment of European Industrial Initiatives (EIIs), but regrets that the 
Commission has set no clear priorities between these; eagerly awaits the Commission 
Communication on financing the SET Plan;

4. Considers it necessary to create a hierarchy between EIIs, with efforts being focused on 
those with the proven potential to reduce emissions in the short term, taking into account 
the target of a reduction of at least 20% by 2020 and without neglecting possible measures 
to support other technologies that may achieve this in the longer term with a view to 
fulfilling the objectives set for 2050;

5. Calls for the life cycle of each technology and its environmental impact to be taken into 
account when prioritising EIIs; calls for the possibility of transferring these technologies 
to developing economies to be taken into consideration in order to reduce the technology 
gap with these countries;

6. Considers that energy efficiency has not been given special treatment in the Commission 
Communication; considers that it should play a much more prominent role in this 
Communication; urges the Commission to make energy efficiency an EII;

7. Asks the Commission to take into consideration, when developing EIIs, the risks posed by 
the use of certain technologies in terms of environmental pollution and public health, 
specifically with regard to possible carbon leakage and nuclear waste disposal; calls for 
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the social partners to be taken into consideration when it comes to the social acceptance of 
new energy technologies;

8. Considers that better and greater use should be made of both financial and human 
resources to speed up the development and deployment of clean future technologies; takes 
the view that the Member States should step up their efforts to at least the same level as 
that of their response to the energy crises of the 1980s.


