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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that Article 158 of the Treaty establishing the European Community on cohesion 
policy, as amended by the Treaty of Lisbon, identifies mountain regions as suffering from 
severe and permanent handicaps, whilst acknowledging their diversity, and calls for 
particular attention to be paid to such areas;

2. Proposes that in the context of the Green Paper on EU territorial cohesion, to be published 
in autumn 2008, and in keeping with the objectives of the territorial agenda and the 
European Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP), the Commission should submit some 
specific measures to compensate for the handicaps of mountain regions;

3. Would like the Commission to develop a genuine European integrated strategy for
mountains by submitting a Green Paper on mountains;

4. Points out that these regions can provide quality agricultural produce and industrial and 
tourist activities and can combat climate change by protecting biodiversity and capturing
CO2 through permanent grassland and forests;

5. Stresses the importance of the issue of water management in mountain areas and calls on 
the Commission to encourage the local and regional authorities to develop a sense of 
solidarity between downstream and upstream users;

6. Stresses the significance of an integrated sustainable development strategy based on the 
endogenous potential of mountains and, to that end, encourages local, decentralised 
initiatives and inter-massif cooperation;

7. Considers that sustainable, dynamic agriculture is necessary for maintaining other 
activities and for preserving populations;

8. Is convinced that priority should be given to maintaining sufficient population density in 
mountain regions and of the need for measures to combat desertification and to attract 
new populations;

9. Stresses the importance of ensuring a high level of services of general economic interest, 
of improving accessibility and interconnection and of providing the necessary 
infrastructure.
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