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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

In its opinion for the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy on "a roadmap for 
renewable energy in Europe of 2007, the Committee on Regional Development urged the 
European Commission to come forward as soon as possible with a proposal for a Directive on 
renewable energies, together with tools for promotion, technology transfer and the 
dissemination of best practices in the exploitation of this potential. 

It should be also recalled that the Committee was in favour of an average target of 25% 
renewables by 2020 and clear binding targets for the electricity, transport, heating and cooling 
sectors. The Committee called on the EU to clarify the roles, rights and responsibilities of the 
regions and local authorities in policy implementation, in line with the principle of 
subsidiarity.

The 'New Energy Policy for Europe' should be supported, as it fully respects Member States' 
choice of energy mix and their sovereignty over primary energy sources, while at the same 
time, the policy is underpinned with a spirit of solidarity amongst Member States, to ensure an 
integrated approach to climate change and the challenge of promoting environmental 
sustainability. It should be stressed that an energy policy using renewables offers the 
opportunity for a decentralised energy policy through the exploitation of regional potential 
and meeting regions' needs. Therefore, the competent authorities should be given the means to 
achieve these objectives. It is important that Member States consider all possible renewable 
energy technologies.

The Commission should be requested to make cogeneration compulsory, when technically 
possible, where renewable energy is produced from biomass. Furthermore, the Commission 
should study the impact of wood burning furnace projects on the local and sustainable 
development of the timber sector, given that this sector plays a major role in contributing to 
regional development and the dynamism of rural economies. 

In this context, Members States and regions should support the initiatives and activities of all 
local stakeholders involved in the development of renewable energy sources – local and 
regional authorities, farmers and foresters, businesspeople and planners, universities, 
researchers and private individuals. They should also encourage the establishment of public-
private partnerships and improve the supply and marketing circuits for the renewable energy 
produced. 

Regional and local authorities should set an example for the European public by adopting 
renewable energy technologies on their premises, encouraging the use of biofuels in their 
vehicles and saving energy by means of energy efficient installations.

It must be underlined that the use of renewables, as well as the production of equipment and 
machines, can provide development opportunities to many regions across Europe, especially 
in regions with limited job creation options.

Making full use of renewable energy sources still requires a great deal of research activity, 
product development, publicity and exchange of best practices.
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The value of renewable energy sources from the regional point of view must be strongly 
stressed. Therefore, it is important that the use of renewables serves a purpose with 
demonstrable added value. 

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a directive
Article 3  paragraph 3  subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Each Member State shall ensure that the 
share of energy from renewable sources in 
transport in 2020 is at least 10% of final 
consumption of energy in transport in that 
Member State.

3. Each Member State shall ensure that the 
share of energy from renewable and 
sustainable peat sources in transport in 
2020 is at least 10 % of final consumption 
of energy in transport in that Member 
State. 

Or. en

Justification

In several EU Member States sustainable peat is an important regional and local source of 
heat and power responding to the needs of decentralized and diversified energy systems. 
Transport fuel produced from peat would fulfil the greenhouse gas emission saving 
requirement, the benefits for climate are same as for other biofuels. Transport fuel produced 
from peat would enhance also the commercialization of 2nd generation Fischer Tropsch 
technology. Transport fuel produced from peat would also decrease the import dependency 
and the oil dependency of the European Union.
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Amendment 2

Proposal for a directive
Article 4  paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Each Member State shall adopt a 
national action plan. 

1. Each Member State shall adopt a 
national action plan, on the basis of energy 
action plans, elaborated at local and 
regional level and coordinated with 
regional planning and land use policies.

The national action plans shall set out 
Member States' targets for the shares of 
energy from renewable sources in 
transport, electricity and heating and 
cooling in 2020, and adequate measures to 
be taken to achieve these targets, including 
national policies to develop existing 
biomass resources and mobilise new 
biomass resources for different uses, and 
the measures to be taken to fulfil the 
requirements of Articles 12 to 17.

The national action plans shall set out 
Member States' targets for the shares of 
energy from renewable sources in 
transport, electricity and heating and 
cooling in 2020, and adequate measures to 
be taken to achieve these targets, also at 
regional and local level, including national 
and regional policies to develop existing 
biomass resources and mobilise new 
biomass resources for different uses, and 
the measures to be taken to fulfil the 
requirements of Articles 12 to 17.

Or. en

Amendment 3

Proposal for a directive
Article 12 paragraph 1  point e a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ea) national legislation and 
administrative procedures allow and 
support the establishment of public 
private partnerships; as well as support 
the possibilities for mutual co-operation 
between businesses, the public sector, 
schools and universities in order to create 
regional innovation clusters, in the spirit 
of the Lisbon Strategy.
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Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a directive
Article 13  title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Information and training Information, training and research

Or. en

Amendment 5

Proposal for a directive
Article 13  paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. Member States shall support research 
on renewable energies and the 
development of links between research 
centres and industry in a way that will 
facilitate the implementation of new 
technology and further product 
development.

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a directive
Article 15  paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Biofuels and other bioliquids taken into 
account for the purposes referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall not be made from raw 
material obtained from land with 
recognised high biodiversity value, that is 
to say land that had one of the following 

3. Biofuels and other bioliquids taken into 
account for the purposes referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall not be made from raw 
material obtained from:
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statuses in or after January 2008, whether 
or not the land still has this status:

(a) forest undisturbed by significant 
human activity, that is to say, forest where 
there has been no known significant 
human intervention or where the last 
significant human intervention was 
sufficiently long ago to have allowed the 
natural species composition and processes 
to have become re-established;
(b) areas designated for nature protection 
purposes, unless evidence is provided that 
the production of that raw material did not 
interfere with those purposes;

(a) areas designated by law for nature 
protection purposes, unless evidence is 
provided that the production of that raw 
material did not interfere with those 
purposes;

(c) highly biodiverse grassland, that is to 
say grassland that is species-rich, not 
fertilised and not degraded.

(b) highly biodiverse grassland, that is to 
say grassland that is species-rich, not 
fertilised and not degraded;

(c) areas where illegal change of land use 
or devastation of pristine wetlands has 
occurred which might lead to depletion of 
the soil carbon stock.

The Commission shall establish the 
criteria and geographic ranges to 
determine which grassland shall be 
covered by point (c). Such a measure 
designed to amend non-essential elements 
of this Directive shall be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 21(3).

Or. en

Justification

The original definition "Forest undisturbed by significant human activity” in  art.15(3)a is an 
inaccurate term used mainly for statistical purposes, which leaves room for ambiguous 
interpretation as to which forests would belong to this category. In some cases, sustainably 
managed forests in normal economic use could be regarded as untouched, biodiverse forest 
and fall outside the 10% biofuel target.
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Amendment 7

Proposal for a directive
Article 15  paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Biofuels and other bioliquids taken into 
account for the purposes referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall not be made from raw 
material obtained from land with high 
carbon stock, that is to say land that had 
one of the following statuses in January 
2008 and no longer has this status:

4. Wood based raw materials used for the 
production of biofuels and other bioliquids 
taken into account for the purposes referred 
to in paragraph 1, shall be obtained from 
forests that are:

(a) wetlands, that is to say land that is 
covered with or saturated by water 
permanently or for a significant part of 
the year, including pristine peatland;

(a) managed and harvested according to 
MCPFE criteria for sustainable forest 
management or comparable criteria set in 
other regional forest policy processes;

(b) continuously forested areas, that is to 
say land spanning more than 1 hectare 
with trees higher than 5 metres and a 
canopy cover of more than 30%, or trees 
able to reach these thresholds in situ; 

(b) are obeying national forest and 
environmental legislation.

The provisions in this paragraph shall not 
apply if at the time the raw material was 
obtained, the land had the same status as 
it had in January 2008.

Or. en

Justification

Ministerial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE), has listed an 
extensive set of criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management on which all the 
signatories have to report. These criteria have also been implemented at national level and 
are nowadays an essential part of national forest legislation in many EU countries. 
Corresponding criteria and indicators have also been created in different parts of the world 
and should be used for forest-based raw materials outside Europe.
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Amendment 8

Proposal for a directive
Article 19  paragraph 1  point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) the involvement of regions in this 
process and the measures taken at local 
and regional level;

Or. en

Amendment 9

Proposal for a directive
Article 20  paragraph 5  point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the relative environmental benefits and 
costs of different biofuels, the effects of the 
Community's import policies thereon, the 
security of supply implications and the 
ways of achieving a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports;

(a) the relative environmental benefits and 
costs of different biofuels, with a 
particular consideration on their impact 
to the economic situation of regions 
involved in their production, distribution 
and utilisation;
(aa) the effects of the Community's import 
policies thereon, the security of supply 
implications and the ways of achieving a 
balanced approach between domestic 
production and imports;

Or. en
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