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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

– having regard to Article 3,16, 18, 23, 25, 26 and 29 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights,

– having regard to United Nations General Assembly Resolutions A/RES/46/121, 
A/RES/47/134 and A/RES/49/179, A/RES/47/196 and A/RES/50/107,

– having regard to United Nations Economic and Social Council documents 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1996/13, E/CN.4/1987/NGO/2, E/CN.4/1987/SR.29 and E/CN.4/1990/15, 
E/CN.4/1996/25 and E/CN.4/Sub.2/RES/1996/25,

1. Calls for a more pragmatic political and institutional approach to combating extreme 
poverty, which does not mix the policies on equality between men and women, the fight 
against discrimination and active participation, but which clearly and fully promotes each 
goal in its own right, including that of partnership with families and with the poorest 
people;

2. Stresses that the primary right of a child is the right to live with his or her family; 
underlines the importance of the father and the mother in the child’s development 
whatever its age and regardless of the family’s socio-economic conditions; calls therefore 
for families living in extreme poverty to be helped as families in their efforts; calls on the 
Member States to put an end to putting children in care for socio-economic reasons and to 
help parents exercise their parental responsibility in the long term, even in difficult 
situations of extreme poverty;

3. Reiterates its call to Eurostat to develop indicators to measure the success of these 
policies, in close cooperation with associations experienced in fighting extreme poverty 
and, particularly, with the poorest people themselves, along the lines of the ‘interaction of
knowledge’ programmes; also calls on Eurostat and academic researchers to undertake 
studies to highlight the fact that the family, and the natural solidarity network between the 
generations, is the best safeguard against extreme poverty and social exclusion;

4. Stresses that all of these uncertainties prevent those directly affected from enjoying their 
fundamental rights; calls on national, European and international institutions to consider 
the multidimensional character of extreme poverty, which affects all areas of human life;

5. Recalls that the poorest people often say that being in a stable, paid job helps them to 
regain their sense of pride, dignity and self-esteem vis-à-vis their children and families;
calls therefore for pathways into professional employment provide for particular guidance 
for the most vulnerable people and workers, paving the way for a society which is 
genuinely inclusive and respectful of the poorest citizens;

6. Calls on the European Union, the Member States and organised civil society associations
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to make sure that in meetings at various levels the children appointed to represent a group, 
a region or a country are not always the same ones; calls on those concerned at 
decision-making level to find ways of allowing the most excluded children to express 
themselves by setting up long-term projects with them and providing sufficient financial 
and human resources; calls on all those concerned to support projects which enable
children from different social and cultural backgrounds to meet, highlighting the 
multidisciplinary aspect of projects which allow artistic creation and encouraging children 
to develop their ideas and present them to others.
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